SOUTHERN AFRICA TRIFECTA
Cape Town + Wildlife Safari + Victoria Falls
August 30 – September 10, 2019
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575 Pierce Street, Suite 604 • San Francisco, CA 94117 • (415) 626-5678
info@venture-out.com • www.venture-out.com

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
• Immerse yourself in an unforgettable 6-night wildlife safari in
South Africa and Botswana
• Witness the majesty of stunning Victoria Falls — the largest show
of its kind on earth
• Enjoy day trips around Cape Town, South Africa — including the
beautiful scenery of the Cape of Good Hope and the Winelands
• Enjoy gorgeous, upscale accommodations throughout
• Savor delicious meals and wine along the way
INTRODUCTION

Venture Out is pleased once again to offer a very popular tour for the sixth time. It
blends a splendid sampling of African culture, incredible wildlife, other outdoor
activities, great food and wine, and gorgeous scenery — beginning in Cape Town,
one of the world’s most beautiful areas. We will cover a vast, majestic land, and
this is sure to be the trip of a lifetime!
Cape Town is certainly one of the world’s most scenic cities. We will visit the environs
of the city: the lovely Winelands area that produces most of South Africa’s excellent
vintages and home to some acclaimed restaurants, as well as the fantastically scenic
Cape Peninsula down to the Cape of Good Hope at the “bottom of Africa.”
Our first wildlife safari experience will
take place in and near the Madikwe
Game Reserve in South Africa. A
vast area of plains, interrupted by
rocky outcrops, the 300-square-mile
reserve hosts packs of the endangered
wild dog. In addition there are healthy
predator populations — lion, cheetah,
and leopard. Black and white rhino
and a wide range of antelope are
numerous. Birdlife is outstanding as
well, with numerous species of the
nearby Kalahari Desert. Our intimate-in-size luxury safari lodge, with welcoming
service and exceptional cuisine, is situated on private ground and hidden in lush
riverside forest.
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Being a natural wonderland, the country of
Botswana is exceedingly rich in wildlife,
and its vast expanses of nature are filled
with a wide variety of fauna and flora to see
and experience. In fact, some safari
aficionados consider Botswana to be
Africa’s best country for this type of
experience owing to its policy of keeping
the number of visitors on the low side.
Safari tours in Botswana are exciting and will leave you awestruck. We experience one
of the world’s great natural phenomena, the tranquil Okavango Delta (and its Moremi
Game Reserve), a 6,000-square-mile inland flood plain (larger than Connecticut) that
fans out in the northwestern corner of the country, creating a paradise of palms,
papyrus, crystal-clear channels, and backwaters. Set in a massive sea of Kalahari
Desert sand, this fragile wonderland of waterways, islands, and forests is an oasis for
wildlife, drawn to its life-giving waters from the surrounding thirsty lands. The
evening air is filled with the sounds of birdcall, frogs, and antelope rustling in the
reeds. Wildebeest, buffalo, and zebra roam the islands; elephants wade across channels
under the watch of hippopotamus and crocodiles; and predators like lion and leopard
rule the night. You will never forget our luxury safari “camp” here with its beautiful
accommodation, very warm staff, and delicious cuisine.
Straddling the border between the countries of
Zimbabwe and Zambia, Victoria Falls is
justifiably called one of the Wonders of the
Natural World, and spans a little more than a mile,
making it the widest show of its kind on earth. The
sight of more than 2 million gallons of water per
second from the Zambezi River crashing 300 feet
down (twice the height of Niagara) is one not
easily forgotten. On a clear day, the veil of the
roaring spray can be seen from up to 20 miles away, and the rain forest that clings to
the cliffs opposite the falls in the Victoria Falls National Park is nourished by this
constant spray. It is this phenomenon that gave the falls its local name: Mosi-Oa-Tunya
— literally, “the smoke that thunders.
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DETAILED ITINERARY
{Please note: The following represents our intended itinerary for this 12-day tour through
Southern Africa and is being published more than a year in advance. We reserve the right to
modify some of the details of this program should new opportunities arise.}
Day 1 — Friday, August 30, 2019 — Arrival into Cape Town, South Africa
Your air arrangements will take you into Cape Town where you’ll be met and transferred
privately to our group hotel in the center of this beautiful and fascinating city. We’ll come
together later on for a drink at happy hour (also known as “sundowners” in this part of the world)
and an orientation meeting to hear about what’s in store for this amazing journey through
Southern Africa. Our welcome dinner in Cape Town will follow.
The town where modern South Africa was born is one of the most beautiful cities in the world, a
marvelous meeting of mountain and ocean (two of them, in fact) — and it’s also a gay-friendly
metropolis. Table Mountain, at 3400 feet, looms over the city and is one of the most spectacular
urban geographic features in the world, an incredible environment for hundreds of species of
endemic flora. According to some sources, Table Mountain is the oldest mountain in the world.
Welcome Drink, Welcome Dinner
ITINERARY NOTE: You might want to consider arriving in Cape Town a day or two
early if you have the time. We will not be touring the city itself on our itinerary so you
may wish to do this on your own. Options include a ride to the top of Table Mountain
(depending on the weather); an excursion to Robben Island, the highlight of which is the
prison where Nelson Mandela was incarcerated; exploring the Victoria & Alfred
Waterfront with all its shops and restaurants; museums; or simply allowing some time to
shake off jet lag before the tour begins. We can arrange extra nights at our group hotel.

Day 2 - Cape Peninsula Tour
Today we’ll explore the beautiful Cape Peninsula
with a guide who loves the region, knows the
history, and won’t get us lost! This day trip follows
the scenic drive around the peninsula, stopping at the
major attractions and for a spot of tasty lunch along
the way. The Cape of Good Hope is largely
considered the bottom of Africa even if technically
it’s not the southernmost point on the continent.
The Atlantic side of the Cape Peninsula has some of the most spectacular coastal scenery in the
world, a great combination of beaches and mountains. The Chapman’s Peak Drive is a
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gorgeous scenic route (subject to occasional closures) that winds its way along the coast with
fynbos-covered mountains on one side and the azure Atlantic Ocean crashing into the other.
Down at the dramatic Cape of Good Hope and Cape Point Nature Reserve, where the Atlantic
and Indian oceans meet, there are numerous walks, and one can witness a great cross-section of
flora and fauna. Watch out, too, for the cheeky baboons. The homeward-bound side of the
peninsula goes via Boulders Beach and its fascinating penguin colony. We stop for lunch at a
local restaurant nearby.
Our route then winds through the gracious Constantia Valley and makes a final call at the
world-renowned Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. We are lured by the incomparable site of
the Gardens, right at the foot of the final steep escarpment on Table Mountain’s eastern side. The
gardens themselves are considered among the most beautiful in the world, exhibiting about 9,000
of South Africa’s 22,000 plant species.
We finish back in Cape Town in time for you to enjoy a “sundowner” and toast a rather
marvelous day out. Dinner is on your own this evening, and Cape Town has no shortage of
interesting (and excellent!) restaurants. And perhaps you’d like to sample some of the gay
nightlife as well.
Breakfast, Lunch
Day 3 - Cape Winelands Tour
Today will bring us out for a tour of South
Africa’s famed wine country. Less than an hour
inland from Cape Town is one of the most
beautiful and prolific wine producing regions in
the world. The Cape has become synonymous
with the art of wine making. It was Jan van
Riebeeck, the founder of the Cape of Good Hope
in 1652, and the other early Dutch settlers who
transplanted the first grape vines in their adopted
country. The French Huguenots, who arrived from
1688 onwards and settled mainly in the Franschhoek Valley, contributed their sophisticated
skills by refining the production of wine, and before long high-quality wines were being
produced at the Cape. Even Napoleon Bonaparte, while languishing in a prison cell in St.
Helena, was reported “to be longing for the sweet wines of Constantia,” as these wines had been
extremely well received in the French Court.
The area around the town of Stellenbosch is the oldest wine route, and lies in the heart of the
Winelands. More than 400 Stellenbosch wines can be tasted along the well-marked route of Cape
Dutch homesteads, although we won’t get to all four hundred. We’ll have a brief visit of this
historic and quaint university town. Stellenbosch is the second-oldest European-settled town in
South Africa, one of the best preserved, and hence very picturesque. The town is full of
architectural and historic gems, is shaded by enormous oak trees, and dwarfed by 5,000-foot
mountains.
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Near the town of Franschhoek (Afrikaans for
“French Corner”), we visit one of the area's nicer
wineries to see what they have on offer. Our
excellent lunch will be in the very charming small
town of Franschhoek, which enjoys a cultivated
Provençal character, culinary excellence, and
perhaps the most perfect setting in the Winelands.
After our return to Cape Town, you’re free to
follow your own interests for dinner and the
remainder of the evening.
Breakfast, Lunch

Day 4 - Travel to Madikwe Game Reserve
This morning we'll board our 2-hour flight for Johannesburg, where we then transfer to a short
flight (40 minutes) on a small charter plane to reach the airstrip of Madikwe Game Reserve.
From here our guides will meet us and transfer us in the safari vehicles to our beautiful lodge
located adjacent to the reserve on its own private land.
We’ll settle into our lovely suites (see the Accommodations section for a description of this
wonderful spot) and relax before meeting in the late afternoon for our first game drive – very
exciting! After sunset we make our way back to the lodge where drinks and a delicious dinner
await.
Breakfast, Dinner
Days 5, 6 – Madikwe Game Reserve
One of South Africa’s premier game-viewing
destinations Madikwe is home to the “Big Five” (lion,
leopard, rhino, elephant, and buffalo) as well as the
rare African Wild Dog, plus cheetah, giraffe, hyena,
and a host of other game species. From rocky peaks to
open grasslands to verdant valleys, each area, with its
own distinctive inhabitants, provides visitors with an
unforgettable safari experience. If you like birds this is
a bird-lover’s paradise with over 360 bird species found in the Reserve.
Our days will consist of very early-morning and late-afternoon game drives as this is when
animals are most active. The middle of the day is set aside for relaxation time in your suite
where you can enjoy nice views of the surrounding bush from the sundeck, or perhaps take a dip
in the pool or have a spa treatment.
The 300-square-mile Madikwe Game Reserve is also a malaria free zone.
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Days 7, 8, 9 — Okavango Delta, Botswana
On Day 7 we fly back to Johannesburg to catch another
flight for Maun, Botswana — the gateway point for
safaris into the amazing Okavango Delta and the
Moremi Game Reserve. Upon our arrival in Maun
we’ll clear Botswana immigration and be escorted to our
light safari aircraft for the brief charter flight (20
minutes) into the Reserve where our guides will be
waiting to transfer us to our luxury “camp” in the bush
and our base for the next three nights.
The Delta, in the midst of the Kalahari sands, is Africa's
largest and most beautiful oasis. Here the thirstland of
the south meets a blue-green wilderness of fresh water, with emerald reedbeds and towering
trees. Located in northern Botswana, the Okavango River is a unique natural phenomenon -flowing more than 600 miles from its source in Angola, this river disappears beneath the sands of
Botswana, creating a lush inland delta in the midst of this otherwise arid country. The Okavango
Delta is in a constant state of flux, expanding and contracting according to the season. While
some parts of the Delta remain permanently flooded, others are only deluged part of the year.
Our camp is situated on a 260,000-acre private
concession, thus affording us absolute exclusivity. The
area is home to a wide variety of big game including
elephant, buffalo, giraffe, hippo, lion, leopard, cheetah,
and wild dog. Game viewing in the area is extremely
good with excellent numbers of predators and plains
game. The area houses one of the largest buffalo
populations in the Okavango Delta.
A completely unique feature at our camp is an
educational experience with a group of semi-habituated
African elephants. We can spend time walking with the elephants and observing them up right up
close in their natural environment. (There is an additional cost for this activity, and it needs to be
pre-booked. Please contact us if you would like more information.)
The Okavango is also a wonderful haven for birding enthusiasts. One of its most sought after
species is the huge but elusive Pel’s Fishing Owl, which roosts in the densest evergreen thickets.
A quintessential African sound, the haunting call of the fish eagle can be heard echoing over the
channels.
Due to the fact that the camp is in a private concession, we also have the exclusive option of
walking safaris with an armed professional guide.
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Depending on the flood levels around the camp when we’re there we may also have a chance
to do some exploring in mokoros – which are the traditional canoes of the region that are dug
out from trees. (Most mokoros these days are fiberglass in order to save the trees.) This is a
serene, slow-moving experience – unique to the Delta. Sitting inches from the waterline,
thoughts of hippos overturning the craft may cross your mind but soon pass with assurances
from the guide who stands in the back and poles the mokoro through the reeds and the
tranquil, crystal-clear channels. It’s a wonderful way to appreciate the peacefulness of the
pristine environment. Again, please note that this activity will depend on water levels, which
have to be not too high and not too low.

Breakfast, Dinner on Day 7
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner on Days 8 and 9

Days 10, 11 – Victoria Falls Area
The final leg of our adventure will have us
boarding our last bush flight, taking us out of the
Delta and up to the town of Kasane, Botswana.
From here we’ll be met and transferred by road to
the Victoria Falls area. On the way we have a
(hopefully) brief stop at a border crossing where
we clear the immigration formalities to exit
Botswana and enter Zimbabwe. We should arrive at our final lodge of the trip – a stunning new
place on the banks of the Zambezi River -- in time for a delicious lunch. The massive spray from
Victoria Falls is visible downstream from us at the lodge.
This afternoon we can relax at this tranquil spot. You may wish to use your private plunge pool
or simply enjoy lounging on your deck gazing out at the river. Then later in the afternoon we’ll
head out for a sunset cruise down (and back up) the Zambezi – a delightful excursion during
which we can see animals that come to the riverbank to drink. We’re inside the Zambezi
National Park, and we could see elephants, hippos, crocodiles, and a variety of birdlife. Snacks
and sundowners aboard!
Dinner will be at the lodge.
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On our last day we’ll head to the falls themselves – just a
few miles downstream from us. The mighty Zambezi
River – the continent’s fourth longest river and over a
mile wide at this point -- tumbles over the edge of cliffs,
dropping 300 feet and creating the stunning Victoria
Falls! The sight and sound are spectacular, a true wonder
of the natural world. It is called “Mosi-oa-Tunya,"
meaning “the smoke that thunders,” which describes the
spray and the roar as the river drops into the narrow gorge
below. The river and the falls form the border between
Zimbabwe and Zambia. The falls have fascinated
travelers since 1855 when David Livingstone was the first European explorer to see them.
Sighting them from his dugout canoe in November 1855, Livingstone could hardly believe his
eyes at such a spectacle. He named the falls for the British queen. Victoria Falls has been
declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
As this is the last day of the trip you might want to do
some shopping at the crafts market in town (now that we
no longer have the weight restriction of the bush flights!
– see the Luggage section further on).
Lunch is provided at a café near town. Another activity
that some find very enjoyable is a helicopter flight over
the falls – pricey but exhilarating. Or perhaps you’d like
to bungee jump into the gorge from the bridge that spans
the Zambezi connecting Zimbabwe and Zambia. At 300
feet it’s one of the world’s highest commercially
operated jumps.
Our farewell dinner at the lodge this evening will no
doubt have us recounting the many adventures of this
exciting trip.
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner each day
Day 12 – Tuesday, September 10, 2019 - Departure
This morning we transfer to the Victoria Falls airport for your homeward-bound journey during
which you’ll have plenty of time to reflect on your extraordinary experiences in Africa.
Breakfast included
{Please note: The preceding program represents our intended itinerary for this 12-day tour
through Southern Africa and is being published more than a year in advance. We reserve the
right to modify some of the details of this program should new opportunities arise.}

9

ACCOMMODATIONS
The following is a description of the lodgings we intend to use on this tour. We reserve the right
to make changes to these accommodations if necessary. You can see more photos of these
accommodations on our website.

Cape Town, South Africa
At the time of publishing this itinerary we are still investigating options in the Cape Town area,
which are many.
Madikwe Game Reserve, South Africa
Luxurious accommodation, exceptional
cuisine, welcoming service, and thrilling
game viewing combine to create an
unforgettable luxury safari experience.
Situated on private ground within the
malaria-free Madikwe Game Reserve in
South Africa’s North West Province, the
lodge caters for a small number of guests,
ensuring personal attention and exclusivity
in its luxurious and air-conditioned suites.
The reserve is home to the “Big Five”
(lion, leopard, elephant, rhino, and buffalo)
plus cheetah, giraffe, hyena, and a host of other game and bird species. Expert guides are at the
ready to reveal all of this to you. Additionally, our lodge is located on 4,000 acres of privately
owned ground, which is reserved exclusively for the guests.
Designed to have minimal environmental impact — constructed from local stone, wood, and
thatch and blending effortlessly with the bush — the lodge allows guests to continuously
experience the natural beauty of the surroundings. Hidden in riverside forest, the suites, each
with glass-walled bedrooms, overlook the Limpopo River, offering uninterrupted views of the
surrounding bush. The suites also have private sundecks and spacious bathrooms (with roll-top
bathtubs as well as indoor and outdoor showers) that can be opened to the forest. On the property
are an infinity-edge swimming pool, small gym, health and beauty treatment center, and lookout
point with magnificent views. Further, our lodge prides itself on the exceptional quality of its
food and wines, adding another memorable dimension to your stay.
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Okavango Delta, Botswana
Our camp in the renowned Okavango
Delta is a classic African tented camp
with just a handful of luxury canvas tents,
all remodeled in 2018 as we publish this
itinerary and crafted with five-star
fixtures as well as sustainability in mind.
The traditional camp is built on a
260,000-acre private concession and has a
large lounge area and dining area with
lovely views over the floodplains. The
main area features a new outdoor bar with
the best possible views of the floodplains, a small library area, and curio shop. From the
swimming pool — a real treat after a hot day of game viewing — guests can watch giraffe and
other plains game march across the savannah and sometimes catch a glimpse of rare wild dogs.
Each tent has a deck with views over the floodplains, allowing prime game viewing from your
tent with a freshly made cup of tea or coffee to hand.
The camp is also home to a unique elephant interaction project where you can walk with rescued
orphaned elephants — an uplifting experience that will remain with you long after you’ve left.
The Okavango Delta is flooded for part of the year and when it is, guests can experience serene
silence at the gentle pace of a poled mokoro excursion along the narrow channels. These are 2person canoes with a poler on the back who steers you through the channels. This activity is
water-level dependent.
Sightings of four of the “Big Five” (no rhino in this area) are common here on the Okavango
Delta where the wildlife and game viewing is staggeringly special. Shared only with its (even
smaller) sister camp this vast patch of the delta in northern Botswana is so private that only the
camps’ vehicles tour these precious, pristine grassy plains. This ensures a more exclusive safari
experience and allows a deeper connection with the wild.
Victoria Falls
Our last accommodation is a private
luxury lodge within the Zambezi National
Park right on the banks of the mighty
Zambezi River that is scheduled to open
in the first half of 2018. From the lodge
the massive spray of Victoria Falls is
visible in the distance about four miles
downstream. Each spacious canvas suite
has been tastefully decorated with stylish
furnishings and fittings and comes with a
king size bed, comfortable lounge, complimentary minibar, air conditioning, ceiling fan,
mosquito nets, indoor/outdoor showers, twin basins, outdoor bath tub with a view, robes and
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slippers, private plunge pool, wifi, and a private viewing deck where you can sit and take in the
river scenery and whatever might be happening at the moment. The only thing that really
resembles a tent is the canvas on the outside. The main lodge has an open-plan lounge and dining
area and is positioned just back from the river in view of wildlife that often passes in front
(possibly elephant and hippo, for example). There’s also a watering hole on the other side of the
lodge where animals congregate when they’re thirsty. The cuisine here is top-notch with a choice
wine list. Taking advantage of its position on the Zambezi River the lodge includes a cruise on
their own small boats as part of the available activities.

TOUR COST and IMPORTANT TRIP INFORMATION
On most Venture Out tours, the price of the trip depends
on the final number of people who sign up because of
minimum fixed costs that need to be covered. With the
pricing structure set up this way we are generally able to
offer slightly lower pricing if we get a higher number of
guests enrolled on the trip.
An upscale African safari comes at a premium price -even more so during this particular time of the year,
which is the best for wildlife viewing. Still, we think our
trip is good value compared to other operators’ high-end
trips. We can do this because we work directly with each
individual vendor along the route rather than one
“middleman” operation in Africa.
$8,395 (with 13-14 travelers, based on double occupancy)
$8,495 (with 11-12 travelers, based on double occupancy)
$8,595 (with 8-10 travelers, based on double occupancy)
Single supplement: $3,295
Because of the small size of the safari lodges there is a limit of two single supplements on the
tour.
Scheduled commercial flights:
Please allow approximately $400-$500 for the two commercial flights within the program:
Cape Town to Johannesburg; and Johannesburg to Maun.
Venture Out will book these flights for you and include the cost in your final invoice.
Small-aircraft charter flights (“bush flights”):
There will be four such flights, and you should allow approximately $1,200 for these.
Venture Out will book these flights for you and include the cost in your final invoice.
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Tour Cost Includes:
* All accommodations as described above (Please note: We reserve the right to make changes to
the accommodations indicated in this itinerary. Any substitution of accommodations would be
to the same standard.)
* All meals except 2 lunches and 2 dinners
* Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages (except for premium brands) at the safari camps and the
Victoria Falls accommodation
* Fully guided wildlife safari activities as described in the itinerary
* Laundry service at the safari accommodations
* Wildlife safari guides in South Africa and Botswana
* Entrance fee to Victoria Falls
* 2 full-day guided tours outside of Cape Town as described in the itinerary, including group
lunches
* Tour manager accompanying the group throughout
* Entry fees for parks, reserves, wine tastings, and other excursions and sights mentioned in the
program
* Private transfer from Cape Town airport to group hotel when you arrive
* Ground transportation in and around Cape Town on Days 2-4; from Kasane, Botswana to the
lodge in Zimbabwe on Day 9; around the Victoria Falls area on Day 10.
* Airport transfer to Victoria Falls airport on Day 11
Tour Cost Does Not Include:
* International airfare into Cape Town (CPT) and
returning from Victoria Falls (VFA)
* Scheduled commercial flights on Days 4 and 7
from Cape Town to Johannesburg and from
Johannesburg to Maun (see cost estimate above)
* Four bush flights (see cost estimate above)
* 2 lunches and 2 dinners
* Beverages with group meals in the Cape Town
area
* Botswana Tourism Levy (obtainable upon
landing in Maun – currently $30, subject to
change)
* Visa for Zimbabwe (obtainable at the border crossing for U.S. citizens -- currently $30 in cash,
subject to change)
* Tipping to tour guides, safari guides, and hotel/camp staff
* Additional hotel nights pre- or post-tour that may be necessary or desired
* Medical immunizations (if applicable) and malaria prophylaxis for Botswana and Zimbabwe
* Travel insurance (recommended for trip cancellation, emergency medical expenses,
evacuation, repatriation, etc.)
* Passport costs
* Expenses of a personal nature
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{Please note: You will notice in the Terms & Conditions that we reserve the right to alter the trip
pricing indicated here should there be a significant change in the exchange rate for the U.S.
dollar. This trip involves considerable costs in a foreign currency, and therefore that clause does
apply to this trip.}
Special Terms and Conditions
The deposit and cancellation policy for this tour differs from other Venture Out tours due to very
strict terms from the safari camps.
Initial Deposit:
Second Deposit:
Final Payment:

$750 per person, at the time of trip enrollment
25% of tour cost, payable March 30, 2019
May 30, 2019

Cancellation before December 2, 2018:
Cancellation between December 2, 2018 and May 30, 2019:
Cancellation after May 30, 2019:

$100 fee
Forfeiture of initial deposit
No refund

Trip Cancellation Insurance
We recommend that all clients purchase trip cancellation insurance in case you need to cancel
your trip or in case something happens during your trip. A travel insurance application will be
provided with your trip confirmation letter. Please review the brochure for details. To be covered
for trip cancellation due to a reason related to a pre-existing medical condition you have to sign
up for the insurance within 21 days of your initial trip deposit.

LUGGAGE / BUSH FLIGHTS
We have four light-aircraft charter flights ("bush
planes") on this itinerary with very strict weight
limitations on baggage. Each passenger’s total baggage
must not exceed 44 pounds (20 kg), including hand
luggage and accessories such as cameras and
binoculars. Forty-four pounds of luggage is more than
most people think. The safari camps (a total of 6 nights)
include laundry service so you can pack less clothing
than you might otherwise. (Bush flights in East Africa, by the way, have a limit of 33 pounds, so
44 is considered good.) We will need to know your personal weight for this trip as the charter
companies reserve the right to levy a surcharge for heavier-weight passengers.
Luggage must be soft-sided, like duffel bags. No hard suitcases will be loaded on the bush
planes.
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> > IS THIS TRIP RIGHT FOR YOU? IMPORTANT THINGS TO CONSIDER <<
This is the “trip of a lifetime” for many people… Something on the “bucket list”… A journey
they’ve always wanted to make… To this we say, yes, it’s an amazing adventure (and one of our
personal favorites). But it’s important to take note of the following points to make sure this
trip is indeed something that’s right for you and not going to put you out of your personal
comfort zone. Please consider these points carefully:
• There is a strict weight limitation of 44 pounds of luggage on the four bush flights, and this
includes your hand luggage, camera, accessories, etc. (See Luggage section above.) Luggage
must be soft-sided, like duffel bags. No hard suitcases will be loaded on the bush planes.
• Wake-up knocks come very early in the morning – a little before sunrise usually. This is
because in order to maximize wildlife viewing opportunities the game drives go out very early
when the animals tend to be more active. If you’re not a morning person this can be a
challenging trip if you intend to do the morning game drives (which you’re not obliged to).
• In the past we’ve had guests who have found themselves bored after a couple of days on safari.
It’s important to keep in mind that not a whole lot happens on a safari. We observe animals in
their natural habitat, and if we’re lucky we might get to see a chase and a kill. But it’s the luck
of the draw. And you have to be comfortable with the slow, gentle pace – as well as the relative
lack of physical exertion each day.
• Getting into and out of the vehicles requires good balance and some strength. You have to hoist
yourself up by putting one foot onto a narrow protruding “step” on the exterior of the vehicle
and grabbing onto a bar and then pull yourself up the side of the vehicle and then step over the
side of it and into the seating area.
• Early to rise . . . And early to bed. After dinner and perhaps some further conversation over a
nightcap next to the fire the day is pretty much done by 10pm -- or even earlier. There’s
nowhere to go; the camps are very remote. If nightlife activities are important for you then this
trip is not a match.
• Safaris involve driving slowly and on dirt roads or tracks. Sometimes they can be bouncy and
rough. Sometimes we have to drive through standing water. It’s all part of the adventure. The
vehicles might have a canopy to protect from the sun but are open-sided to maximize viewing
and photographic opportunities. They aren’t enclosed, air-conditioned vehicles.
• There are no rest rooms when we’re out on game drives. The guides will check an area and
make sure that it’s safe to go behind a rock, tree, or bush.
• We use luxury safari camps that are very comfortable. The so-called “tents” are probably not
like any tent you’ve slept in before. They’re more like pleasant, furnished rooms with canvas
around and perhaps above. But know that they are not luxury hotels. No TV, no minibar, no
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phone, no room service. You might possibly encounter some harmless bugs along the way in
your quarters. You could say it’s rustic luxury. There are even higher-end safari camps in
Africa than the ones we use, but they come at more of a premium.
• Once the sun is down you cannot walk on your own between your room and the main lodge.
You have to be escorted each way by a staff member. This is for safety reasons as wildlife
could be lurking. Likewise, you cannot leave the camp to go for a stroll at any time.
• If you’re a light sleeper the nocturnal sounds of the bush could keep you up. Many animals are
active at night, and sometimes there can be a whole symphony (or more like a cacophony) of
very strange sounds out there. Ear plugs can be your friend.
• The camps do have wifi access in the common areas of the property, but usually the connection
is slow. It’s normally okay for checking email. But web browsing and uploading photos can be
frustrating, and you might give up.
• The management of the camps (who often tend to be white, well-educated, and come originally
from a developed country) know that a gay group is coming. Nonetheless, it’s important to be
respectful of the culture in whose country you’re staying. This means, for example, that
physical affection in front of others is inappropriate – even for straight couples. If you’re
uncomfortable with these constraints then this trip may not be appropriate for you.
• The bush flights are on very small planes, usually between 6 and 12 seats. Some travelers find
this to be stress-inducing.
• Unfortunately, it’s not a good idea to walk in Cape Town at night. A taxi or Uber is usually
advised.

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE LOGISTICS
Day 1: Please ensure that your flight arrives in Cape
Town no later than 3:30pm on August 30, 2019. You
will need some time to get to the hotel and freshen up
before meeting for the Welcome Drink and orientation.
A private transfer from the Cape Town airport to the
group hotel is included in the tour cost.
As of this writing, there are direct international flights
into Cape Town from London (on British Airways);
from Amsterdam (on KLM); from Paris (on Joon); from Frankfurt (on Lufthansa); and from
Dubai (on Emirates).
Alternatively, there are flights to Johannesburg from New York and Washington (on South
African Airways) and from Atlanta (on Delta). There are also flights into Johannesburg from
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several European cities and from Dubai. From Johannesburg you would then connect to Cape
Town (a two-hour flight).
If you would like to arrive a day or two early (recommended), please let us know as soon as
possible so that we can block the space at our group accommodations. You can, of course, stay
elsewhere if you prefer. If you have the time, it’s not a bad idea to plan to arrive early. As
mentioned earlier there are things to do in Cape Town, plus it’s good to have a cushion just in
case something goes awry on your way over, your luggage goes missing, etc.
Day 11: Our tour officially ends when we are dropped off at the Victoria Falls airport. The air
arrangements for your return flights should originate out of Victoria Falls (airport code VFA).
Flights from here (on South African Airways or British Airways) go to Johannesburg, from
where you will continue your journey. These flights usually depart from Victoria Falls between
1:30pm and 2:00pm. Cost-wise, it might work out for you to include this flight in your overall
international reservation, or it might work out less costly to buy a separate ticket just for this
segment.
South African Airways also operates a direct flight from Victoria Falls to Cape Town, where you
then could make an onward connection.
THE SAFARI ROUTINE
We can’t say exactly how every day is going to unfold on safari. Every camp has its own rhythm
and way of doing things, but it usually goes something more or less like this: a pre-dawn wake
up call with tea/coffee, then a light breakfast, followed by a morning game drive of perhaps three
to four hours. Tea or coffee and muffins or cookies might be brought on the drive. Return to
camp after the morning game activity for a hearty brunch. Afternoon at leisure (e.g., nap, pool,
deck, library, massage). Mid-afternoon tea is usually served prior to the day’s second game
drive. Snacks and “sundowners” (pre-dinner drinks) are sometimes served on the drive. Return to
camp for dinner and overnight.
The game drive vehicles we use typically seat six persons behind the guide-driver.

CLIMATE
Cape Town:
Our trip occurs during Cape Town’s late winter / early spring where the average high
temperature during the day is about 65 F; average overnight low temperature is about 50 F.
Average rainfall is about 2 inches a month at this time of year, so rain is possible.
Safari / Victoria Falls:
This is a good time for safari activities in terms of the weather and wildlife viewing, which is
why it's considered high season. The average daytime high temperature is about 80-90 F (it gets
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even hotter other times of the year). It cools off quite a bit at night making for comfortable
sleeping with average overnight lows around 50-60. Rain would be unlikely during this period as
it’s the dry season. A sprinkling is possible.

WILD ANIMALS
The animals we come to see in Africa, while
beautiful and different, are potentially dangerous.
Though attacks by wild animals are very rare, no
safari tour can guarantee immunity from attack by
wild and potentially dangerous animals. Generally,
wild animals and reptiles are afraid of man and
usually avoid contact.
Please note: Experienced travelers know that
wildlife viewing is an activity for those who are
patient. The world of nature, especially in the
African bush, can be both fast and exceptionally
slow. To obtain the most out of a safari experience one should be patient, observant, respectful,
quiet, and aware.

MEDICAL INFORMATION
Regarding medical preparation please consult with your personal physician, a travel clinic,
and/or the Centers for Disease Control https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel.
In the end it is largely a matter of personal choice as to which preventive measures are taken, but
many travelers to Botswana and Zimbabwe do take malarial precautions as the areas we travel to
are in a malarial zone in those two countries. There are a few anti-malaria drugs available. You
should check with your health-care provider or a travel clinic about which is appropriate for you.
The CDC says that Chloroquine is not one of the effective anti-malaria drugs for these countries.
That said, we visit during the dry season when mosquitoes are much less of a nuisance.
The CDC also recommends a vaccination for typhoid
fever, Hepatitis A, and Hepatitis B. It is a good idea to
be up to date with routine vaccinations such as
measles-mumps-rubella (MMR); diphtheria-pertussistetanus (DPT); polio; and a yearly flu shot. There is
no risk of Yellow Fever in these countries. However,
if you are coming from another country where Yellow
Fever is present you will be required to show proof of
vaccination.
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ITINERARY CHANGES
While as accurate as possible at the time of printing, this itinerary should be considered an
indication of the schedule and scope of activities, trip routing, and meals, rather than an
inflexible schedule of events. It is subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control or
to take advantage of new opportunities that arise after the publication of the itinerary. This trip is
subject to the Limitation of Liability and all the Terms and Conditions as detailed in the Trip
Application Form.
To realize the maximum enjoyment from your Venture Out trip, you must remember that it is an
adventure. The essential requirements are flexibility, a sense of humor, curiosity and enthusiasm
about new peoples and places, and an openness to the unexpected. With a spirit of adventure and
positive attitude, we’re sure you will have a very special travel experience. If you are uncertain
about the level of comfort, difficulty, or any of the activities described in this itinerary, please
call Venture Out at 415-626-5678 to discuss your concerns.
California Seller of Travel #2036134-4
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