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INTRODUCTION 

Here’s the kind of adventure about which many people 
dream but few experience! The word “safari” is Swahili 
for “a journey,” and what a journey indeed we have in 
store for you here in East Africa where it all began – in 
Kenya and Tanzania. The writings of Karen Blixen, 
and the adaptation of her classic book Out of Africa into 
a major motion picture, helped established Kenya as a 
great safari destination in the modern era, and Tanzania 
soon followed. These are the best countries on the 
African continent for seeing large amounts of wildlife. 
And, not to be overlooked, some of the locations we experience are private reserves where we can 
roam the terrain away from others. Bird watching enthusiasts will also appreciate these countries with 
over a thousand species recorded within their borders. 

 
TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 
• Excellent game viewing and bird watching 
• Possibility to witness the Great Wildebeest Migration in the famed Serengeti National Park (◊) 
• Off-road game viewing in most locations 
• Good chance of checking off all of the “Big Five” 
• Great views of Mt. Kilimanjaro 
• Superb accommodations and gorgeous scenery 
• Opportunities for cultural interaction with the Maasai people 
• Game walks available with Maasai guides 
• The Ngorongoro Crater – the world’s largest non-flooded volcanic caldera, with abundant wildlife 
• Lake Manyara in the Great Rift Valley 
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DETAILED ITINERARY 
 
{Please note: We reserve the right to modify some of the details of our itineraries -- particularly as 
regards the timing of activities -- if circumstances dictate.} 
 
 
Day 1 – Friday - October 17, 2014 - Arrival into Nairobi, Kenya 
Your independent air arrangements will take you into Nairobi (NBO) where you’ll be met by our 
ground handlers and transferred to our historic, charming, and upscale hotel. The rest of the day is at 
your leisure. 
 
Please Note: Many of the flights coming into Nairobi from Europe arrive in the evening, and we will 
have an early-morning departure to the bush the following day. You may wish to arrange your air so 
that you arrive in Nairobi at least a day early so that you have some time to shake off jet lag and also 
to allow for a cushion just in case of travel disruptions on the way over. There are some interesting 
sights to visit in and around the city, and we can set up additional nights for you at our lovely hotel. 
 
Days 2 and 3 – Amboseli National Park / 
Kitirua Conservancy 
An early start to the day has us boarding a bush 
flight at Nairobi’s Wilson Airport and flying 
southeast for about an hour to one of Kenya’s 
preeminent wildlife parks. 
 
Set on the Tanzanian border, Kenya’s Amboseli 
National Park is a greatly scenic wildlife 
reserve. There are few better-known landscapes 
in the world than that of Amboseli. Many vistas 
here are dominated by the grandeur of the majestic, snow-capped peak of Kilimanjaro – Africa’s 
highest at over 19,000 feet! The image of elephant and giraffe crossing vast open plains against a 
backdrop of the snows of Kilimanjaro is one familiar to us all. Amboseli is perhaps best known for its 
abundant and approachable elephants, which are among the largest in Africa as they have been 
protected here for generations, and the guides from our camp know the families and their histories 
intimately. Our beautiful lodge sits adjacent to the Park on the 30,000-acre Kitirua Conservancy 
which, importantly, means we have access to private, off-road game viewing and walks here as well 
as in Amboseli itself.  
 
But it’s not all about elephants. There’s an abundance and variety of wildlife here (lion, giraffe, 
buffalo, zebra, hippo, cheetah, impala, oryx, gerenuk, some 400 bird species), and we’ll explore not 
just by means of classic game drives but we can also enjoy the company of a local Maasai guide on a 
bush walk. 
 
Please refer to the ACCOMMODATIONS section for a description of our beautiful camp. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner each day 
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Day 4 – Overland into Tanzania 
This morning after a hearty breakfast we have to say good-
bye to the gracious staff at our camp. They will transfer us in 
their safari vehicles to the Kenya/Tanzania border where 
we’ll then board a comfortable bus and head for the town of 
Arusha, a major jumping-off point for safari programs in 
northern Tanzania. Here in Arusha we have a delicious lunch 
awaiting us at a lodge on a coffee farm before continuing 
with a beautiful overland journey to our next accommodation. 
 
Upon arrival we settle in at this delightful property for three 
nights. (See ACCOMMODATIONS.) Unwind and relax amidst the peace and tranquility of this 
lovely spot. Walk the beautiful gardens, and then enjoy a “sundowner” while taking in a gorgeous 
sunset over the hills. Dinner is excellent with much of what’s served this evening coming right from 
the lodge’s own gardens, and you’ll sleep well in your very tastefully appointed cottage tonight. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
Days 5 – Local Activities / Lake Manyara 
This morning we can take advantage of exploring the local 
area by choosing from a variety of activities on the farm. If 
you’re an avid birder, for example, you’re encouraged to 
join a resident Naturalist for an early walk around the 
grounds to observe morning birdlife for census and 
behavior. You can participate in vegetable harvesting. Our 
inn is part of a working farm where coffee has been grown 
for decades so you can experience traditional coffee 
cultivation and roasting as it has been done for generations. 
Perhaps you’d be interested in walking through eight 
historic gardens on a guided tour. Or getting up early to bake bread. There’s also an indigenous 
medicinal walk led by a traditional Maasai healer, or head up into the Ngorongoro Forest with one of 
the naturalists. Yet another option is a walk around the nearby village, providing an up-close look at 
typical Tanzanian village life. There’s also an Artists-in-Residence program where you can meet 
some East African artists and watch them create their works. Plenty to choose from! 
 
After lunch we’ll head down to Lake Manyara National 
Park which has the Great Rift Valley Escarpment as its 
dramatic backdrop. Some 450 species of birds – including 
an astonishing 40 varieties of birds of prey – have been 
recorded here, making this one of Tanzania’s best bird-
watching localities. Large flocks of flamingo congregate on 
the lake. Vegetation here includes wild fig, tamarind, 
mahogany, and sausage trees. If we’re very lucky we might 
have the bonus of spotting some of the tree-climbing lions 
of Manyara. We’ll watch a beautiful sunset by the 
hippopotamus pools while enjoying our sundowners and 
snacks before returning to the farm for another great dinner 
and comfortable overnight. 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Day 6 – Ngorongoro Crater 
Sometimes known as the “Eighth Wonder of the World,” 
sometimes as the proverbial “Garden of Eden,” but 
definitely as a World Heritage Site, the Ngorongoro 
Crater is the largest unflooded volcano caldera in the world 
with a vastness and beauty that are overwhelming. The 
conservation area contains perhaps the largest and densest 
concentration of permanent (non-migratory) wildlife in 
Africa, with an estimated 30,000 large mammals. It also 
happens to be one of the best reserves offering a chance to 
see the rare black rhino which, sadly, have been poached 
elsewhere to near extinction. 
 
This will be a full-day excursion. Accompanied by Naturalists from our lodge, we’ll drive 
up to the crater rim (elevation about 7,500 feet), and there before you is a panorama you’re 
not likely to ever forget.  The floor of the crater – some 100 square miles in area – sits 
2,000 feet below you at this point. We descend the steep and lush forest-covered walls of 
the crater, reaching the floor. The ecosystem here supports buffalo, elephant, wildebeest, 
zebra, eland, hippo, gazelle, numerous bird species, as well as a high concentration of 
predators such as lion, hyena, cheetah, and jackal. Marvel at the incredible landscape as we 
make our way through grasslands, the fever tree forest, the banks of Lake Magadi, and the 
surrounding marshes. Lunch is served picnic style, surrounded by these natural wonders. 
Later we return to our lodge to savor another excellent dinner and our last night here. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
 
Day 7 – Travel to Serengeti National Park 
We have a leisurely morning at the lodge so you can take 
advantage again of the various activities available or just 
relax and savor this special place before we move on. Around 
midday we’ll transfer to the Manyara airport for our 2-hour 
bush flight into the famed Serengeti! Upon arrival at the 
airstrip we’ll be met by our next camp’s guides for the 
transfer to our beautiful safari accommodations. This transfer 
to the camp will also double as a game drive depending on 
the time available. 
 
As we approach our relatively new camp you may not even 
notice it until we’re right upon it since it was designed to 
blend masterfully into the rocky outcrop that it clings to. (See 
the ACCOMMODATIONS section for a description of this 
superb camp.) Settle into your bungalow and take in the 
beauty of the panoramic vista out over the Serengeti! Perhaps 
enjoy a dip in the pool. An excellent dinner, a comfortable 
bed, and the nocturnal sounds of the bush bring this day to a 
close. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Days 8 and 9 – Serengeti 
The Serengeti National Park – another World Heritage Site 
and larger than the state of Connecticut — is Tanzania’s 
largest and, inarguably, its most famous park and has the 
largest concentration of migratory game animals in the world. 
It’s also famous for its huge lion population and is one of the 
best places to see them. “Serengeti” is derived from the 
Maasai language and means “endless plain,” and the park lies 
within the primary migration route of the wildebeest. The 
population figures are staggering: 1.5 million wildebeest, half 
a million zebra, a plethora of other animals, and nearly 500 
species of birds. The part of the Serengeti we experience – the 
far northern sector close to the Kenya border, or the Serengeti Mara -- is a mix of open plains, bush, 
woodlands, and picturesque kopjes (rocky outcrops). Forests of large mahogany and fig trees are 
found along the rivers. 
 
For roughly a quarter of the year, between July and October, this is where one can cross paths with 
the Great Wildebeest Migration – right here on our doorstep. (◊) >>>Please note, however, that the 
exact timing and routing of the migration can never be predicted with pinpoint accuracy. In general, 
though, at this time of year the herds will be in this zone and heading southward. This area of lush, 
rolling grassland and tree-lined watercourses is the hub around which the Serengeti migration 
circulates. During this dry season, the herds mass on both banks of the Mara River, frequently 
crossing -- and braving the patiently waiting crocs -- in response to local weather patterns that only 
they seem to understand. 
 
We’ll spend two glorious days on safari here. To define the 
Serengeti purely in terms of the wildebeest timetable is to 
greatly underestimate the variety of this part of Africa. Unlike 
the southern plains of the Serengeti that dry out, forcing all 
but the hardiest of species to leave, this area remains lush and 
green. And the resident game is spectacular. Plains game in 
the form of zebra, topi, gazelle, impala, buffalo and giraffe all 
frequent the area throughout the year. Lion are rarely far 
away and leopard, ever present but always elusive, stalk the 
rocky kopjes and river lines. 
 
Not only will we utilize the camp’s 4x4 vehicles to explore, but walking safaris are also offered. The 
topography lends itself well to walking: small valleys, river lines and rocky kopjes make for frequent 
changes of scenery. (There is an extra fee for walking safaris, mandated by the National Park.) 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner each day 
 
Day 10 – Departure 
This extraordinary adventure will come to a close this morning as our guides transfer us back to the 
local airstrip for the 2 ½ - hour flight to Kilimanjaro International Airport (JRO). Your homeward-
bound flight can depart from here, or you can take a 1-hour flight from JRO back to Nairobi (NBO) 
to connect with your international flight there. Whatever your routing home, no doubt you’ll have 
plenty of time to reflect on your extraordinary trip to Africa! {Please note: We can arrange a day 
room for you if your flight departs JRO late this evening.} 
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ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE LOGISTICS 
Arrival on Day 1: To fly from America to Nairobi you will most likely go through Europe, and most 
flights from Europe arrive in Nairobi (NBO) in the evening. A private transfer from the airport to the 
hotel is included. Since most flights arrive late there is no welcome dinner scheduled for Day 1. 
 
We will have an early-morning departure to the bush the following day. In view of that you may wish 
to arrange your air so that you arrive in Nairobi at least a day early so that you have some time to 
shake off jet lag and also to allow for a cushion just in case of travel disturbances on the way over. 
There are some interesting sights to visit in and around the city, and we can set up additional nights 
for you at our lovely hotel. If you have the time you may wish to consider breaking your journey in 
Europe to allow for a more relaxed trip to and/or from Africa.  
 
Departure on Day 10: The group will fly from the last camp on our itinerary to Kilimanjaro 
International Airport (JRO), arriving there around 1:00pm. Your homeward-bound flight can depart 
from here, or you can fly from JRO back to Nairobi (a 1-hour flight) and then connect with your 
long-haul flight there. Many flights depart JRO in the evening. If you’d like the use of a day room 
before your flight we can set that up for you. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
The following is a description of the superb lodgings we intend to use on this tour. We reserve the 
right to make changes to these accommodations if necessary. More photos of these accommodations 
are shown on our website. Although they do come with a higher price tag we believe that these 
smaller, more intimate upscale camps and lodges are far preferable to the larger accommodations that 
are common in East Africa. In addition to the beautiful places listed here we also have our first night 
in an upmarket, historic Nairobi hotel before heading out to the bush. 
 
Amboseli National Park – 2 nights 
Our selected accommodation is a wonderfully 
conceived site — the only luxury tented camp in 
Amboseli — and offers the most exceptional 
views of Kilimanjaro. Situated in a forest of 
umbrella thorn trees, it’s located just outside the 
Reserve on a private concession so we can enjoy 
game drives in open-sided 4×4 vehicles in both 
areas as well as guided walks with expert 
Masaai guides, cultural visits, bush meals, and 
‘sundowners’ at the top of a hill as the setting 
sun colors the snows of Kilimanjaro pink. You 
can relax with an indulgent massage if you’d like (additional cost). Take a refreshing dip in the 
swimming pool. This camp has 16 luxury safari tents, all spacious and nicely appointed. Each tent is 
raised up on a wooden deck and consists of a main bedroom, bathroom, and spacious veranda all 
under a big thatched roof. At the lounge and dining area guests are close to the camp’s own watering 
hole and have views of Kilimanjaro. With an invitingly lush and healthy vegetable garden, the camp 
prides itself in serving up fresh salads and vegetables with every meal. From impressive bush 
breakfasts out in the middle of the plains to fresh homemade pastas and breads at the camp, the chefs 
excel with every meal. The friendly staff mostly come from the local Maasai community. This camp 
has been the recipient of myriad accolades and has been placed on many prestigious lists: the Good 
Safari Guide, the World Travel Awards, Travel + Leisure, Condé Nast Traveler, etc. 
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Ngorongoro Crater / Lake Manyara Area –  
3 nights 
Our accommodation during this leg of the 
journey is one of those places where most guests 
spend just a night passing through and then 
regret it the next morning. Not an actual safari 
camp but more akin to an African version of a 
European Relais & Chateaux property, this is a 
luxury inn situated on a historic, working coffee 
plantation with very close ties to the surrounding 
communities. A stay here provides a unique 
experience based upon East African traditions 
and hospitality. The 1929 original farmhouse has managed to retain its old-fashioned charm with a 
wide veranda, intimate lounges, inviting reading nooks, and a bar and dining room that look much as 
they must have done almost a hundred years ago. The gardens are exquisitely verdant and fragrant, 
the views out onto the rolling hills outstanding. Nestled near the forested slopes of the Ngorongoro 
Crater, we will use this multi-award-winning property as a base for three nights as we do day trips to 
the Crater and Lake Manyara National Park. The 17 guest rooms are actually richly appointed 
cottages with eucalyptus floors, hand-crafted furniture, a private veranda, wrap-around windows, a 
fireplace, and artwork commissioned from the farm’s artist-in-residence program. There are many 
cultural activities on offer as well, which provide a nice break from the safari routine, as well as 
rejuvenating spa treatments and various themed walks. The Chef de Cuisine and her culinary team 
are renowned for creating rich, farm-to-table organic cuisine, utilizing fresh, local and seasonal foods 
whenever possible, served in a dining room with upscale, down-home décor and soaring windows 
that frame the coffee fields and majestic distant views. 
 
Serengeti National Park – 3 nights 
Recently the Tanzanian government granted 
permission to only a handful of permanent 
tented camps to operate in the remote far 
northern Serengeti, and ours was offered the 
prime site! While Kenya’s Masaai Mara is 
world-renowned, it can be very crowded, 
especially at this time of year. But here — just 
on the other side of the border — Tanzania’s 
Serengeti Mara is the same ecosystem with just 
a small fraction of the human visitors and all the 
same wildlife. Our gorgeous camp opened in 
2011 and is operated by a top-notch safari operator. Travel + Leisure placed it on their 2012 “IT 
List” – a compilation of their favorite new accommodations. Typically in October the migrating 
wildebeest herds are beginning to leave this area to head south. Twelve thatched chalets, a natural 
rock swimming pool, library, bar, and dining lodge are all set nearly invisibly amid the giant boulders 
of a kopje — a volcanic rock outcropping — with panoramic views of the surrounding landscape. 
The property is designed such that to the casual eye it melts into its hillside background. The chalets, 
a clever blend of canvas, plaster, wood-beam and thatched roof, have spacious bedrooms, bathrooms 
with double basin, outdoor decks, and Zanzibar style day beds, all hidden down a path between the 
boulders, creating a feeling of privacy, and all sited to afford spectacular views. 
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TOUR COST and IMPORTANT TRIP DETAILS 
On most Venture Out tours, the price of the trip depends on 
the final number of people who sign up because of minimum 
fixed costs that need to be covered. With this tiered pricing 
structure we are generally able to offer slightly lower pricing 
if we get a higher number of guests enrolled on the trip. 
 
$6395 (with 10-11 participants) 
$6595 (with 8-9 participants) 
$6695 (with 6-7 participants) 
 
Single supplement: $1395 
There is a limit of three single supplements on the tour at 
this single supplement price. 
 
Internal flights: 
At the time of publishing this program fares for bush flights in October 2014 had not yet been set. 
Please allow approximately $700 - $800 per person for the three flights within the itinerary. Venture 
Out will book these. 
 
 
Tour Cost Includes: 
* All accommodations as described above in small, high-end 

safari camps and lodges (We reserve the right to make 
changes to the lodgings indicated above. Any substitution 
of accommodations would be to a similar standard.) 

* All meals except on Day 1 (Nairobi) 
* Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages (except for premium 

brands) at all accommodations, excluding Nairobi 
* All mandatory park and concession fees imposed by the 

Kenyan and Tanzanian governments ($435 per person for 
this itinerary – subject to change according to government policies) 

* Fully guided wildlife safari activities as described in the itinerary including drinks and snacks 
* Laundry service at all accommodations, excluding Nairobi 
* Ground transportation on Day 4 from Kenya to Tanzania 
* Private transfer from Nairobi airport to hotel on Day 1 
* Compulsory AMREF Flying Doctors Service insurance, required by safari camps 
 
Tour Cost Does Not Include: 
* International airfare into Nairobi (NBO) and returning from Kilimanjaro International (JRO) 
* 3 light-aircraft bush flights. Please allow approximately $700-$800 per person for these flights, 

which Venture Out will arrange for you. 
* Meals on Day 1 
* Costs for any pre- or post-tour days 
* Visas for Kenya and Tanzania. Please allow approximately $150 per person. 
* Tipping to safari guides and staff at lodgings 
* Medical immunizations prior to travel if necessary 
* Travel insurance (highly recommended for trip cancellation, emergency medical expenses, 

evacuation, repatriation, etc.) 
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TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE 
We highly recommend that all clients purchase trip 
cancellation insurance. A travel insurance application will 
be provided with your trip confirmation letter. 
 
LUGGAGE 
We have three small-aircraft flights ("bush planes") on this 
itinerary with very strict weight limitations on baggage. 
Each passenger’s total baggage must not exceed 33 
pounds (15 kg). Keep in mind that the accommodations 
include laundry service so you can pack less clothing than you might otherwise. Please travel with 
soft-sided luggage. The bush flights will not accept hard cases. Duffel bags (with or without wheels) 
are ideal. 
 
CLIMATE 
In Amboseli and in the Serengeti during this period the average daytime high temperature is around 
80-85 F, and the average low is around 60-65 F. Temperatures are usually about 5-10 degrees lower 
at the Ngorongoro Crater. This tour does not occur during the pronounced rainy seasons, but some 
rain is nevertheless likely. 
 
 
WILD ANIMALS 
The animals we come to see in Africa, while beautiful and 
different, are potentially dangerous. Though attacks by wild 
animals are very rare, no vehicle or walking safari can 
guarantee immunity from attack by wild and potentially 
dangerous animals or reptiles. Generally, wild animals and 
reptiles are afraid of man and usually avoid contact. 
Venture Out is not to be held responsible for injuries or 
death sustained during any incident involving wild animals 
and reptiles. 
 
Please note: Wildlife viewing is an activity for those who are patient. The world of nature, especially 
in the African bush, is at once fast and exceptionally slow. To obtain the most out of a safari 
experience one should be patient, observant, respectful, quiet, and aware. 
 
MEDICAL INFORMATION / IMMUNIZATIONS 
Venture Out is not in a position to provide medical advice as to whether a certain individual should 
have a particular vaccination. Please consult with your personal physician, local health department, a 
travel clinic, the Centers for Disease Control, and/or MD Travel Health. 
 
You will be required to provide proof of Yellow Fever vaccination when entering Tanzania from 
Kenya. 
 
Malaria prevention would be prudent. Malaria is not present everywhere we go, but the CDC 
recommends malaria prophylaxis in Kenya in areas below 8200 feet and in Tanzania below 5900 
feet, and we’ll be below those elevations mostly everywhere. It is also a good idea to be up to date 
with routine vaccinations such as measles/mumps/rubella (MMR); diphtheria/pertussis/tetanus 
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(DPT); and polio. The CDC recommends vaccinations for Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, and typhoid fever 
when traveling to these countries. 
 
SAFARI LIFE 
While not a physically challenging type of trip, an African 
safari nonetheless does come with certain demands. For 
example, since wildlife is most active very early in the day 
when temperatures are still cool (and towards sunset), 
wake-up knocks come very early in the morning – at 
sunrise or perhaps even a little before. Mid-afternoon is 
usually the time when you have a chance to rest or nap. You 
can, of course, always skip a morning outing and sleep in if 
you choose. 
 
Also, as noted above, the bush planes do have strict limitations when it comes to the weight of your 
luggage. 
 
Proper preparation is important. Extensive, detailed information will be provided to help you prepare 
well for this type of adventure. 
 
ITINERARY CHANGES 
While as accurate as possible at the time of publishing, this 
itinerary should be considered a good indication of the 
schedule and scope of activities, trip routing, and meals, 
rather than an inflexible, fixed schedule of events; it is 
subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control. 
This trip is subject to the Limitation of Liability and all the 
Terms and Conditions as detailed in the Trip Application 
Form. 
 
To realize the maximum enjoyment from your Venture Out 
trip, you must remember that it is an adventure. The essential requirements are flexibility, a sense of 
humor, curiosity and enthusiasm about new peoples and places, and being open to the unexpected. 
With a spirit of adventure and positive attitude, we’re sure you will have a very special travel 
experience. If you are uncertain about the level of comfort, difficulty, or any of the activities 
described in this itinerary, please call Venture Out at 1-888-431-6789 to discuss your concerns. 
 
California Seller of Travel #2036134-4 
 


