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TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• Fantastic land and sea adventures by day — 

The delightful comfort and amenities of a 
deluxe “safari”-style camp at night 

• Two days of excursions by privately chartered 
boat to neighboring islands 

• A day exploring the sights of Santa Cruz 
Island, our home base 

• Observe a wealth of land and marine wildlife 
through wonderful nature hikes and snorkeling 
adventures with a superb naturalist guide 
accompanying us 

• Cocktail reception at our lodge in the Galapagos 
• A full day in lovely Quito, the Andean capital of Ecuador at 9,300 feet, with its 

World Heritage colonial-period architecture 
• Post-tour extension in mainland Ecuador to the Andean highlands 
 
ITINERARY-in-BRIEF 
Day 1: January 12, 2014 -- Sunday 
Arrive in Quito and transfer to our hotel. Most flights from the U.S. arrive in the 
evening. No dinner is included this day. Overnight in Quito. We can arrange 
extra nights in Quito if you’d like to arrive early. 
 
Day 2: Half-day privately guided sightseeing in Quito. Quito was the first city in 
the world to be declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. You will see why as 
we explore its beautiful colonial-period architecture: 17th-century facades; 
magnificent churches that blend Spanish, Moorish and indigenous elements; 
picturesque plazas; and cobblestone streets. A wonderful lunch is included 
today, and the afternoon is free to explore the city further on your own according 
to your interests. Overnight in Quito. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch 
 
Day 3: We set out early this morning to catch our flight from Quito to the 
Galapagos, which takes about 3½ hours including a stop in Guayaquil. We will 
be met by our local guide at the airport on Baltra Island and transferred the short 
distance across Itabaca Channel to Santa Cruz Island and then proceed up into 
the highlands where a very tasty lunch awaits us. The remainder of the day is 
spent taking in some of the intriguing sights of the highlands (see “Our 
Program”) prior to arriving at our lovely “safari”-style camp. We’ll then settle in 
to our very comfortable tents, and this evening we’ll have our first delicious 
dinner in camp. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
  



Days 4 - 6: Please refer to “Our 
Program” below for information 
regarding these days. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner each day 
 
 
 
 

Day 7: January 18, 2013 -- Saturday 
This morning after breakfast we’ll head to the airport for our return flight to 
Quito on the mainland, arriving in the afternoon. You may then wish to join our 
optional 3-night extension to the Andean highlands staying in a gorgeous 
historic hacienda up in the mountains! This is a beautiful add-on. Please let us 
know if you would like details on this program. 
 
If you wish to forgo the extension and fly back this day to the U.S. (or elsewhere) 
you will need a late-afternoon or evening flight out of Quito. Please check with us 
before booking your flights to make sure the timing coordinates with our 
program. Depending on your selected airline’s schedule you may need an extra 
night in Quito before flying out the next morning. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The place is like a new creation; the birds 
and beasts do not get out of our way; the 
pelicans and sea-lions look in our faces as 
if we had no right to intrude on their 
solitude; the small birds are so tame that 
they hop upon our feet. — Captain Lord 
George Anson Byron, 1825 
 
 
Snorkel with playful sea lions and equatorial penguins; hike past dancing blue-
footed boobies and “prehistoric” iguanas; marvel at giant tortoises in the wild in 
the verdant highlands on Santa Cruz Island… Savor one of our planet’s 
quintessential natural history experiences in this living museum and showcase of 
evolution. 
 
Six hundred miles off the coast of western South America, hugging the Equator, 
lie the Galapagos Islands. It was here, after studying the native wildlife, that 
British scientist Charles Darwin formulated his theory of evolution. 
 
Its geography is surreal and its unique wildlife is utterly unafraid of humans. We 
have created a program that brings you an active (yet comfortable), insightful 
experience of this fascinating “world unto itself”, as Darwin called it. Sometimes 
referred to as the Islas Encantadas, or Enchanted Islands, the Galapagos Islands 
are one of the world’s most incredible natural history destinations, an 



archipelago of extraordinary islands, each with its own unique flora and fauna—
many of which are found nowhere else on earth. 
 

We’ll have an expert naturalist guide 
with us who will share the stories 
and meaning of Darwin’s epic 
voyage and its impact on our world. 
Delightful traveling companions, the 
guides here love sharing their vast 
knowledge of the islands. Their 
passion for the Galapagos and 
dedication to preserving this fragile 
ecosystem are truly inspiring. 
 

 
Snorkeling is wonderful here, too – 
and the equipment is included so you 
don’t have to bring your own. 
Informative hikes, fascinating wildlife, 
really delicious meals, great views, 
and very comfortable land-based 
accommodations . . . 
 
Join us for the trip of a lifetime! 
 
 
OUR PROGRAM 
 
Venture Out’s Galapagos trip will take in three different islands. One will be 
Santa Cruz (where our home base is located), also known as Indefatigable. We 
cannot specify precisely which two other islands we will visit because the 
Galapagos National Park Service authorities can alter tour companies’ programs 
at any time should they deem it necessary. However, the two islands will be 
among the four listed below. 
 
The most famous wildlife 
inhabitants of Santa Cruz Island are 
the giant tortoises. There’s also a 
large variety of birdlife, and it’s the 
only island that has six different 
vegetation zones. In the highlands 
(the zone where our camp is 
located), where the vegetation is 
lush and overgrown with mosses 
and lichens, we’ll have the 
opportunity to track and observe 
giant tortoises. It’s quite a treat to 
spend time with these friendly and 
ancient creatures. Also on Santa Cruz we’ll see the lava tubes, which we can hike 
inside of to see their fantastic rock formations.  We’ll go to Garrapatero, a pristine 



beach where the contrast of mangroves, black lava, white sand and turquoise 
water, in addition to the buzzing coastal bird life and the small pink flamingo 
lagoon, makes it all sensational. Other stops include a coffee farm and a 
viewpoint in the highlands looking out over some of the neighboring islands. 
 
As mentioned above we will visit two of the following four islands: 
 

Seymour Norte is teeming with life. 
Indeed, you might have to give way 
to a passing sea lion or marine 
iguana. We have a good chance of 
encountering the iconic blue-footed 
boobies, land iguanas, and 
swallowtail gulls. The island is also 
home to the largest nesting site in 
the Galapagos of the magnificent 
frigatebird. These huge, dark 
acrobats have a 5-foot wingspan, 
and males exhibit the inflated scarlet 
gular pouches. A tiny forest of 
silver-grey Palo Santo trees stand 

just above the landing at North Seymour Island, usually without leaves, waiting 
for the rain to bring them into bloom. 
 
South Plaza is one of the smallest yet 
richest islands in the archipelago. 
The approach makes for a lavishly 
colorful sight. The turquoise waters 
of the channel contrast brilliantly 
with the black lava of the shoreline. 
The rocks are speckled with bright 
orange Sally light foot crabs, and 
seagoing marine iguanas – the so-
called prehistoric imps of darkness 
— roam the shores. A carpet of 
scarlet ice plant serves as 
groundcover for a grove of 
luminescent green prickly-pear cacti. 
Yellow-gray land iguanas sit 
beneath, waiting patiently for pears to drop. Red-billed tropicbirds, Nazca, and 
blue-footed boobies ride the windy currents. Swallow-tailed gulls, and 
magnificent frigatebirds are also often found here. The overlook is a great place 
for spotting large marine life, including manta rays. 
 
Bartolome is famous for its dramatic vistas and barren volcanic landscape. From 
the anchorage known as Pinnacle Rock, one can climb 372 steps along a wooden 
walkway to reach the top of an extinct volcano. The climb gets the heart 
pumping, but it’s technically easy. The ascent is a lesson in volcano geography 
with cooled-off lava flows visible along the route to the main cone. On the way 
up, one can see lava cacti and lava lizards. The view from the lookout at the top 



over some of the Galapagos archipelago is wonderful, with Pinnacle Rock and 
turquoise waters below. Bartolome has one of the larger colonies of Galapagos 
penguins. Also commonly seen here are Galapagos hawks and white-tipped reef 
sharks. Sea lions snooze on rocky platforms or play with passing snorkelers. A 
perfect crescent sandy beach is where sea turtles are often found; they use the 
beach as a nesting site. 

 
Santa Fe offers one of the more 
beautiful and sheltered coves in the 
islands. Its turquoise lagoon is 
protected by a peninsula of tiny 
islets forming an ideal anchorage. 
From here a sandy white beach 
brings visitors into contact with one 
of many sea lion colonies. Bulls 
contend for the right of being master 
of the beach, while smaller males 
mask as females (!) to make stealthy 
mating moves. Galapagos hawks are 
often easily approached, perched 

atop salt bushes, and an ascending trail leads toward the cliffs from where an 
expansive view of the ocean opens up. The giant prickly pear cacti found here 
live up to their name, with tree-sized trunks. Regularly seen on Santa Fe are 
marine iguanas, land iguanas, great frigate birds, and sea lions. 
 
 
WEATHER 
In January the warm Panama Current 
brings daytime temperatures in the high 
70s to low 80s, and water temperatures in 
the mid-70s. Seabird nests are busy with 
activity, sea lion pups frolic in the water, 
green sea turtles begin mating rituals, and 
land iguanas lay their eggs. Afternoon 
rain showers are common at this time of 
year, but they’re generally brief. That said, 
January also falls within the sunniest 
period of the year. The seas are typically 
calm, warm, and clear at this time. 
 
At 9,300 feet in elevation, Quito and the Andean highlands extension enjoy a 
“perpetual spring” climate: warm days, chilly nights and rain about half of the 
time. The daytime high temperature should be in the high 60s F and the 
overnight low in the high 40s F. The average rainfall in January is about 4 inches. 
The rains usually come in the afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
 



ACCOMMODATIONS 
 
Galapagos — 4 nights 

 
Our deluxe “safari”-style tented camp — 
pioneering for Latin America — follows 
the African safari tradition in which guests 
enjoy good comfort under canvas while 
experiencing nature in its purest form. 
From this base on Santa Cruz Island, we 
make day trips to nearby islands, wildlife 
colonies, and snorkeling sites, as well as 
explore Santa Cruz itself. 
 

 
The 135-acre property is in a transition 
zone between cultivated land and national 
park land. A stylish central lodge and eight 
safari tents are situated on a ridge at 1,575 
feet, an elevation that affords an inspiring 
panorama of the northern and western 
Galapagos Islands. The wall of the main 
lodge that faces the sea is entirely glass, 
and it has a spacious veranda. Inside is an 
open-plan split-level space with a cozy 
fireplace, lounge, bar, and a 15-foot solid 

teak dining table from Bali. The front door to this eclectic little world was 
salvaged from an Indian temple. We’ll savor local and international dishes 
created by the innovative chef with home-grown produce. 
 

Guest tents are located a few minutes’ 
walk down the side of a hill and are set up 
off the ground on wooden platforms. 
They’re sheltered by three protective 
layers: one specifically for the sun, another 
one for the rain, and an inner sealed 
canvass shell forms the bedrooms. Their 
interiors are comfortable and spacious 
(about 300 square feet). The custom-made 
furniture was designed with comfort, 
practicality, and elegance in mind. There 

are comfortable beds, cedar floors, electric lighting, cupboards, a writing desk, 
and a fan/heater for temperature control. The en-suite bathrooms are tastefully 
designed with lava stone sinks, hot power showers, and flush toilets. All tents 
have a balcony with a hammock and chairs from which to take in the delightful 
view. 
 
The small pool is an ideal spot for a cooling dip. 
 



The property hosts an abundance of birdlife with finches, warblers, 
mockingbirds, Galapagos doves, egrets, and owls. Tortoises also frequently 
putter between the tents. As a result of the owners’ restoration and conservation 
work, many local species of trees, such as scalesia, guayabillo, and palo santo, are 
rapidly regaining a foothold after years of cattle farming. 
 
Our camp hosted Britain’s Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles for a 
cocktail reception with authorities of the national park during their South 
America trip in 2009. 
 
 
Quito — 2 nights 
Our selected small boutique hotel in the 
Ecuadorean capital echoes the architectural 
style of the city’s historic colonial quarter, 
yet with a modern twist as it was built just 
a few years ago. It’s decorated in “modern 
colonial” style, with an emphasis on carved 
wood, stone, and the latest contemporary 
touches. Each of the 16 suites’ décor is 
different from the next so as to emphasize 
the history, culture, and various regions of Ecuador. The hotel is located in one of 
the best areas of Quito -- the trendy and vibrant district of La Mariscal -- close to 
the city’s many interesting cultural attractions and restaurants. It offers free Wi-
Fi, bodywork treatments at its modest spa, a lounge bar, and a very good 
restaurant offering both Ecuadorean and international dishes. Tasteful artwork 
painted on canvas or directly on the walls appears throughout the interiors. Each 
room comes with a 32-inch plasma cable TV and a well-stocked minibar. 
 
 
TOUR COST and IMPORTANT 
TRIP DETAILS 
$3595 (with 14-15 participants) 
$3795 (with 12-13 participants) 
$4095 (with 6-11 participants) 
 
$695 single supplement (see below) 
 
A note about tier pricing: There are certain 
fixed costs involved with operating a trip 
of this nature regardless of the number of 
participants who have signed up. With a smaller number of group members the 
fixed costs per person are higher. In order to cover those fixed costs for a smaller-
sized group, we prefer to charge a bit extra in order to ensure that the trip can 
run rather than cancel a trip due to a low number of sign-ups. In other words, we 
can offer the trip at a lower price with a higher number of participants. 
 
Costs are based on double occupancy of a room. Please note that because of its 
very small size we are constrained to a limit of two single supplements at the 
camp in the Galapagos. At the hotel in Quito there is no limit to the number of 



single supplements. If you are traveling alone and wish to share a tent/room, we 
will do our best to match you with a roommate. 
 
Tour Cost Includes: 
• Accommodations for 6 nights at the 
properties described above 
• All meals while in the Galapagos (except 
lunch on the departing day) 
• Coffee, tea, filtered water at the 
Galapagos camp 
• Cocktail reception at our camp in the 
Galapagos 
• Two days of sightseeing by privately 

chartered boat from Santa Cruz to 
neighboring islands (1) 

• Snorkeling activities and equipment 
• A day of private sightseeing on Santa 
Cruz Island 
• Naturalist guide with us in the 
Galapagos 
• Breakfasts at the hotel in Quito 
• One lunch in Quito 
• A half day of guided private sightseeing 
in Quito 
• Venture Out tour escort (with a minimum of 8 participants) 
 
Tour Cost Does Not Include: 
• International airfare 
• Transfer from Quito airport to the hotel (2) 
• Regional airfare between Quito and the Galapagos Islands (3) 
• Galapagos National Park fee — $100 per person (subject to change) 
• A ‘transit fee’ of $10 when flying from Quito to the Galapagos 
• Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages at the Galapagos camp 
• Dinners in Quito 
• Gratuities to the camp staff, naturalist guide, and boat crew 
• Travel insurance, passport, laundry, and other personal expenses 
 
(1) In order to have a privately chartered boat for the two days of excursions to 
neighboring islands we have assumed a minimum of eight participants on this tour. 
Below eight participants we will have shared boat excursions. 
 
(2) A new airport for Quito has just opened. Although not hugely far in terms of 
mileage, driving time is now 60-90 minutes depending on Quito’s crazy traffic! 
We have not included the cost of a private transfer in the tour cost. Once we 
know everyone’s arriving flight information we can consolidate people into a 
few transfers, which would cost less than a transfer for just one or two persons. 
There are also taxis available. 
 



(3) Venture Out will arrange the round-trip flights between Quito and the 
Galapagos and will add this to your trip invoice. The estimated cost is $450 per 
person and is subject to change. 
 
 
TRIP LOGISTICS /  
THINGS TO KNOW 
Our deluxe safari camp is located at 1,500 feet 
elevation, affording wonderful views from 
the highlands. The drive between here and 
the boat dock when we do our day cruises is 
about 30-40 minutes each way. 
 
As mentioned previously we cannot 
guarantee the specific islands we’ll visit 
because of the National Park’s authority to alter operators’ programs. The boat 
trips to the islands that are possible to visit from Santa Cruz will take between 45 
minutes and 1½ hours each way so you should consider these cruises as part of 
the overall Galapagos experience just as with the traditional type of Galapagos 
cruise vacations. At this time of year the waters are relatively calm. 
 
Snorkeling equipment is included with our activities. If, however, you prefer to 
have your own mask/snorkel, then please bring one with you. Most people are 
able to snorkel at this time of year without a wet suit. However, wet suits are 
available and included should you wish to use one. Most likely a “shorty” suit 
would suffice. 
 
Please note that although the Galapagos Islands are in the Pacific and along the 
equator, they are not “Pacific Paradises” along the lines of places like Tahiti, Fiji, 
or Hawaii. Parts of these volcanic islands are devoid of much vegetation and 
look more like the moon than Hawaii. Much of Santa Cruz Island, however, is 
verdant, especially in the highlands. 
 
CAVEAT 
While as accurate as possible at the time of printing, this itinerary should be 
considered a close indication of the schedule and scope of activities, trip routing, 
and meals, rather than an inflexible schedule of events. It is subject to change. We 
also reserve the right to maintain flexibility in order to take advantage of 
unforeseen opportunities. This trip is subject to the Limitation of Liability and all 
the Terms and Conditions as detailed in the Trip Enrollment Form. 
 
To realize the maximum enjoyment from your Venture Out trip, we encourage 
participants to have flexibility, a sense of humor, curiosity and enthusiasm about 
new people and places, and an openness to the unexpected. With a spirit of 
adventure and positive attitude, we’re sure you will have a very special travel 
experience. If you are uncertain about the level of comfort, difficulty, or any of 
the activities described in this itinerary, please email us or call Venture Out at 1-
888-431-6789 to discuss your concerns. 
California Seller of Travel #2036134-4 


