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Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos are filled with romantic images that transport visitors 
into the past: gold-leafed pagodas glinting in the tropical sun; handsome French Colonial 
architecture under a canopy of frangipani trees; ornate royal capitals; straw-roofed 
sampans drifting down languid rivers; young monks draped in saffron-colored robes. Our 
fascinating journey shows us the irresistible treasures of “Indochina” in settings like 
breathtaking Halong Bay with its emerald waters and stunning rock formations; in 
Hanoi, Vietnam’s vibrant capital with an ancient history; at Angkor Wat, Cambodia's 
surreal, jungle-shrouded city of temples; and in Luang Prabang, the religious and artistic 
capital of Laos, the heart of the old Lao kingdom, with its tranquil rural rhythms and 
dramatic setting on the Mekong River. 
 
These three countries reveal an ancient world of stunning beauty and vibrant traditional 
cultures. Three of our destinations are UNESCO-designated World Heritage sites: 
Halong Bay; the Angkor Complex; and Luang Prabang. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• 13-day trip begins in Hanoi, Vietnam, and ends in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
• Deluxe beautiful hotels throughout; 2 nights aboard a new, luxury vessel in 

Halong Bay 
• All breakfasts (excellent buffets), 8 lunches, 7 dinners included 
• Venture Out escort throughout plus local guides along the way 
• 3 internal flights included 



Day 1, November 24, 2013 - Sunday — Arrival / 
Hanoi 
With your own air arrangements you’ll arrive at the 
Hanoi airport and then a private transfer will take you 
to our famous and historic hotel in the French Quarter 
of the city for two nights. We’ll come together in the 
early evening and enjoy a welcome drink, get to know 
our fellow travelers, and have a trip briefing before 
heading out for our delicious welcome dinner. 
 
Welcome Drink, Dinner 

 
Note: If you would like us to arrange any pre-tour nights at the hotel in Hanoi, please let us know. 
 
Day 2 — Hanoi 
Hanoi lies in the mighty Red River Delta and has a turbulent history going back over a thousand 
years. It is a charming city, and despite being the capital of Vietnam, it is decidedly slower-paced 
than bustling Saigon in the south. The city is developing rapidly however, and now has many 
tasteful new restaurants, cafes, and hotels. Hanoi is graced by parks, lakes, tree-lined boulevards 
and monuments, and the Old Quarter still features some attractive French colonial architecture as 
well as numerous narrow lanes and shophouses. 
 

We start our visit to Hanoi this morning with an 
exploration of some of the city’s ancient sights, 
including the Confucian Temple of Literature. This 
university was founded in 1070 by Emperor Ly Thanh 
Tong to honor scholars and men of administrative and 
military accomplishment, and is now an island of 
tranquility in a busy city, a peaceful series of walled 
courtyards and graceful gateways. It’s one of the best 
surviving examples of traditional Vietnamese 
architecture. We continue to the miniature One-Pillar 
Pagoda. Also dating from the 11th century, this 

monument was rebuilt after being destroyed by the French in 1954. It sits on stilts over a lake. 
 
We then pay a visit to the embalmed body of “Uncle Ho” in his final resting place deep within the 
impressive Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum. It can be a chilling or an emotional experience, but one that 
is not easily forgotten. Nearby in this park-like setting we can glimpse Ho Chi Minh’s simple Stilt 
House, where he lived off and on between 1958 and 1969 in this spartan two-room dwelling. 
 
After lunch we continue our exploration of Hanoi with a visit to the notorious Hoa Lo Prison 
(a.k.a. the “Hanoi Hilton”), first built by the French to house political prisoners during colonial 
times then taken over by the Vietnamese after gaining their independence and now a museum. 
Prisoners of War here included Pete Peterson (who eventually became the first post-war U.S. 
Ambassador to Vietnam in 1995) and Senator John McCain. 
 
We move on to Hoan Kiem Lake, the center of the city both literally and figuratively, which 
contains an islet with the tiny Tortoise Pagoda. On the way we’ll pass colonial landmarks such as 
the Art Nouveau Opera House and St. Joseph’s Cathedral. From the lake we begin exploring 
Hanoi's Old Quarter on foot. In the 13th century, Hanoi's 36 guilds established themselves here, 
each taking a different street. The streets still remain today. There is Silversmiths Street, Incense 



Street, Buddhist Altars and Statues Street, Coffins 
Street, Fish Street, etc., as well as streets selling 
lacquerware, silk, paintings, and others commodities. 
It's a fascinating kaleidoscope of activity. This is a fun 
area for shopping, so you can continue here on your 
own, as it’s walking distance back to the hotel. 
 
Dinner this evening is open, and there’s no shortage of 
good restaurants in Hanoi to choose from! 
 

Breakfast, Lunch 
 
 

Days 3-4 — Halong Bay 
This morning after breakfast we drive out of Hanoi to 
Halong Bay (about three hours), where we board our 
new deluxe boat for a two-night cruise around this 
magnificent UNESCO World Heritage Site, one of the 
natural marvels of Southeast Asia and Vietnam’s most 

revered natural sight. Covering an area of 600 square miles, Halong Bay is a magical setting of 
thousands of sheer limestone outcroppings jutting high out of a jade-green sea. Its numerous tiny 
islands with forested slopes are dotted with beaches and grottoes created by wind and waves. 
Halong means “where the dragon descended into the sea,” and local legend has it that dragons 
created these islands to protect people from invasion by sea. We’ll enjoy a welcome drink, 
receive a cruise briefing, and check in to our very comfortable cabins. A delicious lunch is served 
on board as we head out to explore this immense and gorgeous bay for the remainder of the day 
as well as the entire following day, thus venturing much farther out than the boats that do day-
tours and one-night trips. 
 

Since we have two nights onboard, this allows us to 
journey not only through the natural wonders of 
Halong Bay but also to discover the Bays of Lan Ha 
and remote Bai Tu Long as well as Cat Ba Island with 
its National Park. We’ll be able to swim and kayak 
safely in remote lagoons and observe the way of life 
of the locals inhabiting a floating fishing village. On 
Cat Ba Island we can walk or cycle through the dense 
rainforest or visit a secluded traditional village. Also 
on the program is a walk through a stunning cave, 

exceptional in its size and rock formations. The overnights onboard also provide the opportunity 
to capture the beautiful evening and early-morning light in this magnificent setting. Other 
activities available onboard include cooking lessons, early-morning Tai Chi classes, after-dinner 
squid fishing, and massage! 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner each day 
 
DAY 5 — Halong Bay / Travel to Luang Prabang, Laos 
This morning we’ll have a leisurely breakfast on board as we continue sailing through beautiful 
Halong Bay on our way back to the dock. We make the return road trip to Hanoi, heading directly 
for the airport to board our one-hour flight to Luang Prabang, the ancient capital of the Lao 
kingdom set picturesquely on the mighty Mekong River. Upon arrival we’ll transfer to our town-



center hotel -- a charming, beautiful and elegant property -- where we’ll enjoy a Laotian dinner.  
 

Laos is fast becoming the darling of Southeast Asia, 
satisfying all the romantic images of fragrant trees, 
saffron-robed monks, and golden temples, all set 
among a rich patchwork of ethnic minority villages, 
cascading waterfalls, and vivid green rice paddies – 
and bound together by the mighty Mekong River, the 
country’s lifeline. Traditional customs are firmly 
intact: incense wafts out of streetside wats (temples), 
monks collect alms at daybreak, and looms weave 
richly colored silk in most villages. 
 

Impressive natural surroundings, historic French-Indochinese architecture, friendly inhabitants, 
and its plethora of beautiful red-roofed Buddhist temples make Luang Prabang a delightful city to 
visit. The back streets and cobblestoned lanes of the city have a distinctly village-like feel, and as 
it’s the country’s religious center you’re sure to see monks gliding through the streets. The town 
exudes tranquility and grandeur and is surrounded by a crown of mountains. 
 
The area is noted for its outstanding handloom weavings, and there are many fine products 
available for purchase. In addition, the local market operates as a venue for the Hmong hilltribe 
communities, with their unique cross-stitch and appliqué work. The Lao people are renowned for 
their serene temperament. Their daily greeting, sabaay dii ("happy and content"), reflects their 
unhurried and relaxed lifestyle. 
 
Breakfast, Dinner 
 

DAY 6 — Luang Prabang 
Set between the Nam Khan and Mekong rivers, Luang 
Prabang is an enchanting town filled with historic 
temples and colonial style buildings. The entire town 
was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1995. 
We start the day at Wat Visoun (Wat Wisunalat). The 
late 19th-century construction is an excellent replica of 
the original temple from 1513 and contains a collection 
of antique wooden Buddhas, most of them over 400 
years old. We continue to magnificent Wat Xieng 
Thong (Golden Temple), the crowning jewel of all the 

monasteries and temples in the city, if not in the entire country, and dating from 1559. Its many 
ornate buildings feature exquisite stone and glass mosaics, intricate carvings, and gold-stenciled 
pillars. The temple’s tranquility is enhanced by beautiful gardens of bougainvillea, frangipani, 
and hibiscus, shaded by banyan and palm trees. From there, we stroll through the atmospheric 
lanes of Luang Prabang, eventually coming to the National Museum (the former Royal Palace), a 
modest but graceful building which combines traditional Lao and French beaux-arts motifs. This 
turn-of-the century royal residence has been preserved as it was when the royal family last lived 
here and provides unique insights into the history of Laos. The collections include the highly 
revered Pra Bang Buddha, from which the city derives its name. It is claimed to have been cast in 
Sri Lanka over 2,000 years ago and is 90% solid gold. The Pra Bang is revered in Laos as its 
arrival marked the beginnings of Buddhism here. We’ll also see the late 18th-century Wat Mai, 
one of the jewels of Luang Prabang. It took more than 70 years to complete. 
 



Late in the day we have the opportunity to climb the 300-plus hillside stairs to enjoy the sunset 
among the small temples atop Mount Phou Si, the spiritual and geographical heart of the city. The 
hill, sitting right in the middle of the town, offers beautiful views over the temples below and the 
Mekong River, with the hills to the east illuminated with the sunset. 
 
Dinner is on your own this evening, and there are several good restaurants in Luang Prabang. 
Also of interest might be the night market, a pleasant place to stroll and shop. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch 
 

DAY 7 — Pak Ou Caves / Local Villages / Luang 
Prabang 
This morning we embark on a cruise up the Mekong 
River to the Pak Ou, two linked caves crammed with 
thousands of gold lacquered Buddha statues of various 
shapes and sizes left by devoted pilgrims. Cruising up 
this stretch of the Mekong is lovely, and from the base 
of the caves we get a view of the high cliffs and the 
swirling waters of the Nam Ou River where it merges 
with the Mekong. We’ll have a delightful lunch while 
anchored beneath the limestone karsts on a tranquil 

stretch of river. On the return cruise, we’ll stop at small villages to see the production of 
traditional Lao textiles and “Sa” paper by local artisans. Sa is the Lao name for the mulberry tree, 
and its bark is used to make paper, either plain or with dried flowers added, the latter used for 
lampshades, writing paper, bookmarks, and greeting cards. 
 
This evening take advantage of one of the many good restaurants in town or perhaps you’d like to 
indulge yourself in a spa treatment or check out the night market. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch 
 

DAY 8 — Travel to Siem Reap, Cambodia 
We’ll have the first part of the morning in Luang 
Prabang before flying to Cambodia. If you’re a 
particularly early riser you may wish to observe and/or 
participate in the daily ritual of alms giving (in Lao, 
Tak Bat). As early as 6:00am, hundreds of Buddhist 
monks and novices leave their wats and pour into the 
streets of the historic temple district to collect their 
morning alms. The colorful procession only lasts for 
an hour. By 7:00, when all the alms bowls are filled, 

the monks disappear as quickly as they appeared. 
 
Later in the morning we head for the city of Siem Reap, the base for exploring the amazing 
UNESCO World Heritage temples of Angkor, and the final stop on our main tour. Siem Reap 
itself is probably Cambodia’s most tourist-friendly town, full of pavement cafes, elegant and 
simple restaurants, and buzzing bars. The temples of Angkor are scattered over some 120 square 
miles of countryside, although the most famous are clustered close to Siem Reap. 
Atmospherically surrounded by patches of dense forest and standing proudly above rice paddies, 
the temples do not feel like sterile museum pieces, but seem to still be part of everyday life — 
aspects of which continue much as depicted in the temples’ bas-reliefs. 



We begin our explorations with the fortified expansive 
city of Angkor Thom, which was larger and arguably 
more splendid than any city in Europe of the late 12th 
century. Enclosed by a 25-foot-high wall and wide 
moats, the city includes many of Angkor’s most 
popular sights, including two fabulous royal terraces, 
the sacred Bayon temple, and gateways famously 
topped with four huge stone faces. Entering by the 
monumental South Gate, we first cross a stunning 
stone causeway flanked by huge statues of demons and 
gods. We continue to the Terrace of the Elephants and 
the Terrace of the Leper Kings, former spaces for 
public ceremonies, both adorned with dramatic bas-
reliefs. The mysterious Bayon temple also awaits us. 
In this temple, one of the most popular and compelling 
in Angkor and the last to be built, we explore the 
galleries of beautifully preserved bas-reliefs and 
ascend narrow stairs to reach the central sanctuary, 
where you will find giant stone faces smiling 

enigmatically down at you from every angle. 
 
Breakfast, Dinner 
 

DAY 9 — Angkor Temple Complex 
On our route today is the atmospheric Ta Prohm, one 
of the most evocative and photographed of all the ruins 
of Angkor as much of the jungle around it has not been 
cleared, and it looks very much as most of the Angkor 
monuments would have appeared when European 
explorers first stumbled across them. Huge fig, banyan, 
and kapok trees have grown throughout the temple 
monuments, their giant roots often splitting open 
ancient Buddha sculptures with surreal effect. 
 

After lunch we come to the crowning jewel of Khmer architecture. Angkor Wat is Cambodia’s 
most iconic building, the national symbol whose soaring towers stay etched in the memory long 
after a visit. The largest, best preserved, and most religiously significant of the Angkor temples, 
Angkor Wat impresses visitors both by its sheer scale and beautifully proportioned layout as well 
as the delicate artistry of its carvings, exceptional in their detail. This masterpiece was 

consecrated around 1150 to the Hindu god Vishnu and 
covers an area of over 500 acres. To approach the 
temple, we first cross the vast moat, continuing along 
a broad causeway lined with balustrades. As we enter 
the main building, we ascend through a series of 
galleries and courtyards before reaching the central 
sanctuary, which offers beautiful views back over the 
causeway and across the surrounding countryside. On 
the way, we’ll stop to enjoy the intricate stone 
carvings that adorn nearly every surface, with some 
1,700 Apsaras (celestial dancers), sculpted into the 
walls. Along the outer gallery walls run the longest 



continuous bas-relief in the world, which narrates stories from Hindu mythology, including the 
famous “Churning of the Ocean of Milk,” a creation myth from a Hindu epic. 
 
Dinner is on your own this evening and there is no shortage of good restaurants in Siem Reap. 
You may also wish to indulge in a massage after a full day of exploring the ruins. There are even 
a couple of friendly gay bars in the center of town! 
 
Breakfast, Lunch 
 

DAY 10 — Tonle Sap Lake / Angkor Temple 
Complex 
This morning we drive to Kompong Khleang, one of 
the largest settlements on Tonle Sap Lake -- the 
largest lake in Southeast Asia and the lifeblood of the 
Cambodian fishing industry. Over 20,000 people live 
in houses built on towering stilts to allow for a 
dramatic change in water levels. It’s a unique and 
captivating place that doesn’t get many visitors. There 
is a small island at the center of the village with a 

bustling market. On board a small boat and meandering among floating homes and small fish 
farms we’ll witness close up daily life on the lake. It’s quite a sight seeing a whole bamboo 
village complete with homes, gas stations, schools, hairdressers, and even a karaoke bar. 
 
After a very nice lunch back in Siem Reap we’ll head out to the lovely sight of Banteay Srei. 
Diminutive in comparison to the other Angkor temples, the enchanting 10th-century Banteay Srei 
is considered to be a jewel of classical Khmer art. Built in rose-pink sandstone, the walls are 
covered in exquisitely preserved carvings of unusual delicacy depicting female divinities. It 
appears that the temple was designed to leave no space undecorated.  
 
We return to the hotel where you can enjoy a refreshing swim and drink before dinner on your own 
this evening. The nighttime scene in Siem Reap is vibrant with its shops, restaurants, and bars. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch 
 
DAY 11 — Phnom Penh 
A short flight this morning takes us from Siem Reap to Phnom Penh, the Mekong riverside 
capital of Cambodia. We explore Phnom Penh, an energetic and always fascinating city. Graceful 
tree-lined boulevards, a cosmopolitan riverfront promenade, and some colonial buildings are 
reminders of bygone eras; today the city teems with life and activity, as motorcycles weave in and 
out of traffic, vendors hawk their wares, and pedestrians go about their business. It’s difficult to 
believe that only a generation ago the city was forcibly evacuated and left to ruin by the notorious 
Khmer Rouge regime under the notorious Pol Pot. 
 

We begin with an insight into Cambodia's cultural 
heritage with a visit to the elegant Royal Palace — still 
the official residence of King Norodom Sihamoni — 
with its soaring golden spires, perhaps Phnom Penh’s 
most memorable sight. Adjacent is the Silver Pagoda, 
home to a stunning collection of Buddha statues and a 
vast 2000-foot mural of the Ramayana (the famous 
Hindu epic poem on the moral themes of good versus 



evil, duty, suffering, and karma). Continuing to the dark-red sandstone building that is the 
National Museum, we’ll take in an excellent comprehensive collection of the very best of Khmer 
sculpture dating back to as early as the sixth century. 
 
Breakfast, Dinner 
 

DAY 12 — Phnom Penh 
On our final day we delve a little into Cambodia’s 
recent tragic past. A few miles outside of Phnom 
Penh, in a setting of peaceful fields and pleasant 
countryside, Choeung Ek (also known as “the Killing 
Fields”) provides a macabre reminder of the atrocities 
under the ruthless Pol Pot regime. As graphically 
portrayed in the film “The Killing Fields,” certain sites 
around the country like this one became places of 
mass murder, where the genocidal Khmer Rouge 
disposed of its enemies: men, women, and children 
who had allegedly betrayed the state. Thousands of 
Cambodians were killed here between the years of 
1975 and 1978 and buried in mass graves. A poignant 
memorial contains thousands of human skulls and 
bones. 
 
Back in the city the Toul Sleng Museum (Museum of 
Genocide) is the former Toul Svay Prey High School. 

In 1975 it became an interrogation and torture facility for the Khmer Rouge regime, at that time 
known as Security Prison 21, or simply S-21. It was intended for the educated and elite: doctors, 
teachers, military personnel, and government officials. Estimates of the number of people who 
passed through its gates range from 13,000 to 20,000. Kept largely unchanged, this sobering 
museum to Khmer Rouge atrocities now showcases photographs and exhibits about the victims 
who passed through these doors. 

 
The remainder of the day is free to follow your own 
interests. You may wish to relax and enjoy the pool 
and gardens at our beautiful hotel or perhaps wander 
down the attractive riverfront promenade where locals 
stroll and where you’ll find many cafés, bars, and 
shops. Another option is the Central Market housed in 
a distinctive domed Art Deco building, a labyrinth of 
stalls selling everything from CDs and DVDs to silks, 
crafts, jewelry and more. 
 

This evening we’ll gather for an outstanding farewell dinner at the restaurant of a renowned 
Khmer chef and recount the numerous wonderful memories of our trip! 
 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
DAY 13, December 6, 2013 - Friday -- Departure 
Today you’ll transfer to the Phnom Penh airport for your homeward-bound flight or wherever 
your travels take you next! 
Breakfast 



ACCOMMODATIONS 
The following are the deluxe accommodations that we plan to use for the tour at the time of 
publishing this itinerary. We reserve the right to make changes to the accommodations. 
 

Hanoi – 2 nights 
Considered by many to be Hanoi’s grande dame of 
hotels, our selected property was built in 1901 — a 
historical treasure that just oozes French colonial 
character and the city’s most storied hotel. The 
property has been through numerous renovations, 
including a newer wing added in 1996. The staff is 
pleasant and efficient. The gardens and outdoor pool 
are lovely, and the adjoining lounge is an oasis of calm 
in the city center. The hotel enjoys a terrific central 
location and has three restaurants (Vietnamese, 

French, International), bars, and a luxurious spa. The chocolate buffet at afternoon tea is epic, and 
the hotel is just a stone’s throw from Hoan Kiem Lake, a perfect situation. 
 

Halong Bay – 2 nights 
For our two nights in Halong Bay we will be aboard a 
new (built 2011) deluxe boat that combines traditional 
oriental style and contemporary luxury with excellent 
service. There are 32 air-conditioned cabins fitted with 
elegant interiors, French balcony, and floor-to-ceiling 
sliding glass windows. Timber floors, handcrafted 
wooden mosaic furniture, and well-appointed 
bathrooms are just some of the nice features of the 

very comfortable cabins. Relax on the lounge deck. Enjoy a drink in the bar. Savor delicious 
Vietnamese and international dishes in the dining room. Indulge in a massage or jacuzzi soak. 
Enjoy a cooking class, early-morning Tai Chi classes on deck, or squid fishing in the evening. 
Kayaks are provided and tender craft are used for up-close sightseeing. This is experiencing 
Halong Bay in style! 

 
Luang Prabang – 3 nights 
Located in the heart of the city, this hotel was built at 
the turn of the last century as the residence of Prince 
Souphanouvong. It really is one of the most exquisite 
places in this ancient city, designed with a style 
inspired by Lao culture and set in a truly relaxing 
environment with lovely serene gardens. Here you can 
enjoy private moments to yourself and really unwind 
or sit and watch the everyday life of local people from 
your balcony. Every room boasts four-poster beds, 

retro phones, and wooden furnishings from an era when quality meant more than quantity. The 31 
rooms are furnished with superior crafted wood furniture, oversized balconies, and spacious 
bathrooms with rain shower. Facilities include a restaurant, garden bar, library, and outdoor 
swimming pool. The beautiful Spa houses a large Jacuzzi, cool plunge pool, and herbal steam 
room. This is a place of refined taste, replete with antiques and regional handicrafts. 
 
 
 



Siem Reap – 3 nights 
Our selected hotel in Siem Reap is a tasteful replica of 
a French colonial-era hotel, but with all of the 
amenities and functionality of a modern resort. Public 
spaces are done in earth tones, rattan and wood 
accents, and art deco floor tiles in mustard yellow 
tones. A large central atrium with period-piece 
elevator and towering courtyard staircase greets the 
visitor to this centrally located property. The spacious 
pool is a private oasis surrounded by a near mini 

jungle, with massage salas nestled in the flora. Rooms are large, luxurious, and decorated with 
retro oil paintings of peaceful jungle scenes and framed photographs of everyday life in Siem 
Reap. Floors are wood with a border of fine tile that matches luxurious woven bedspreads. All 
rooms have balconies. Fine dining is on offer at their in-house restaurant. 
 

Phnom Penh – 2 nights 
Built in 1929, this is another grande dame of Southeast 
Asian hotels — the city’s most atmospheric hotel, an 
authentic Art Deco and colonial classic. Everything 
from the vaulted ceilings in the lobby to the classic 
original central stairs breathes history and charm. 
Arched hallways, black and white floor tiles, and stone 
columns help lend an air of Indochinese extravagance. 
Rooms are done with fine tiled entries, high ceilings, 
indirect lighting, a sitting area with inlaid furniture, 

and ornate touches like antique wall sconces and fine drapery. Even Jacqueline Kennedy has a 
room dedicated to photos and memorabilia of her 1967 visit. The central pool area is a tranquil 
oasis divided by a pavilion, and the amenities throughout, such as the fine spa facility, are top 
notch. The staff is attentive and very professional. 
 
TOUR COST & IMPORTANT TRIP DETAILS 
 
14-15 participants $3995 double occupancy; $5290 single occupancy 
11-13 participants $4195 double occupancy; $5490 single occupancy 
8-10 participants $4395 double occupancy; $5690 single occupancy 
 
To offer the lowest possible cost, most of our trips are priced according to the number of 
participants on the trip. The more people who join the tour, the lower the per-person cost. 
There are fixed costs involved with operating a trip of this nature regardless of the number of 
participants who have signed up. With a smaller number of group members the fixed costs per 
person are higher. In order to cover those fixed costs for a smaller-sized group, we prefer to 
charge a bit extra in order to ensure that the trip can run rather than cancel a trip due to a low 
number of sign-ups.  
 
If you are traveling solo and are willing to share accommodations we will try to match you with a 
roommate. However, if we’re not able to find a roommate for you, the single-occupancy price 
will apply. 
 
Because the prices published for our program are set so far in advance of the trip, we are 
occasionally faced with exceptional cost increases and/or currency fluctuations that affect the 
actual cost of running the trip. In most years, no price changes are necessary. However, we do 



reserve the right to raise or lower the trip price if there is a significant change in costs or 
exchange rates. If this is the case, your final invoice, sent out 75 days prior to departure, will 
reflect the difference in trip price. Please note that Venture Out staff and guests of Venture Out 
such as travel writers, photographers, or leaders-in-training, are not included in the tier pricing 
count. 
 
TOUR COST INCLUDES: 
• 10 nights’ deluxe hotel accommodations and 2 nights on a luxury boat 
• meals as indicated in the day-to-day program 
• individual airport transfers on the first and last days of tour 
• sightseeing as noted in the program with entrance fees to sites and museums 
• land transportation in comfortable minibuses with cold towels and drinking water 
• local tour guides at each stage of the program 
• Venture Out escort throughout tour 
 
TOUR COST DOES NOT INCLUDE: 
• international airfare to Hanoi and returning from Phnom Penh 
• three internal flights (see below for estimate) 
• visa fees for Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia (approx. $100 in total) 
• any meals not specified after each itinerary day 
• beverages at group meals (complimentary tea is often provided by the restaurants) 
• optional gratuities to local tour guides 
• any extra hotel nights that may be needed or desired before or after the tour 
• expenses of a personal nature (laundry, phone calls, etc.). 
• pre-trip expenses such as medical immunizations, travel insurance, passports, visas 
 
FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS 
Venture Out will handle all internal flight arrangements for the tour and will invoice these 
separately. The flights are: Hanoi to Luang Prabang; Luang Prabang to Siem Reap; Siem Reap to 
Phnom Penh. At the time of publishing this itinerary the airfares for the three flights in this 
program total $455. These internal airfares are subject to change, and they do change frequently.  
 
Our guests are responsible for making their own arrangements for international air transportation. 
Please do not purchase your airline tickets until you are confirmed on the trip and have 
checked with us to make sure that your intended flights coordinate with the timing of the 
program’s first and last days. Once your tickets have been purchased, please send us a copy of 
your airline schedule. Note: The first and last name on your airline ticket must match the name on 
your passport first and last, otherwise you may be denied boarding. Please remember this when 
reserving your flights. In addition, your passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the 
date of your return to the U.S. and it must have at least three blank pages for visa stamps. 
 
Hanoi, Vietnam, is the meeting point for our journey in Southeast Asia. The final overnight is in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Depending on your airline routing you may have a forced overnight in 
Bangkok, Hong Kong, or another Asian city on the way over and/or on the way back. 
 
Airport codes: Hanoi = HAN; Phnom Penh = PNH 
 
TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION 
U.S citizens are required to obtain tourist visas to enter Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. You will 
need a blank visa page in your passport for each country’s visa. 
 



You can obtain your Vietnam visa in advance from the Vietnamese embassy or from one of their 
consulates. Click here to go to the Embassy of Vietnam web page regarding visas. 
http://vietnamembassy-usa.org/services/visa-application-process 
 
It’s also possible to obtain your Vietnam visa on arrival at the Hanoi airport. Click here for 
information about how to obtain your Vietnamese visa on arrival. This is a third-party site. 
http://govietnamvisa.com/ 
 
Click here to go to the Lao embassy page in the U.S.  
http://www.laoembassy.com/visa&applications.html 
 
Click here to go to the Embassy of Cambodia web page regarding visas. 
http://www.mfaic.gov.kh/evisa/ 
 
Although it’s possible to obtain the Cambodian visa on arrival at the Siem Reap airport, it’s time-
consuming and would place a strain on the timing of our program for that day. We encourage you 
to obtain the Cambodian visa in advance by using their e-visa process online. 
 
Your passport should be valid for at least six months beyond your stay in these countries. 
 
CLIMATE 
It’s not easy to find the “best” time to visit this region in terms of the weather as it’s tricky to land 
on the right combination of low rainfall and lower temperatures. We have chosen 
November/December for a good chance of each, although it is never cool in these destinations, 
with the exception of Hanoi and Halong Bay. During the time period of our trip, recent years’ 
historical temperatures are: 
 
Hanoi: average high of 75 F; average low of 61 F. 
Luang Prabang: average high of 82 F; average low of 63 F. 
Phnom Penh: average high of 86 F; average low of 73 F. 
 
There is a small possibility of some rain or drizzle everywhere on this trip, with the highest 
likelihood in Vietnam. Still, there’s only about 1 inch of rainfall per month in Hanoi and Halong 
Bay at this time of year. Humidity is typically high around the entire region. 
 
AND FINALLY . . . 
While as accurate as possible at the time of publishing, this itinerary should be considered a close 
indication of the schedule and scope of activities, trip routing, and meals, rather than an inflexible 
schedule of events. It is subject to change. Flight timetables within Southeast Asia, in particular, 
change often, and this sometimes leads us to make changes in the timing of the activities in the 
itinerary and to switch around some of the included meals. We also reserve the right to maintain 
flexibility in order to take advantage of unforeseen opportunities. This trip is subject to the 
Limitation of Liability and all the Terms and Conditions as detailed in the Trip Enrollment Form. 
 
To realize the maximum enjoyment from your Venture Out trip, we encourage participants to 
have flexibility, a sense of humor, curiosity and enthusiasm about new people and places, and an 
openness to the unexpected. With a spirit of adventure and positive attitude, we’re sure you will 
have a very special travel experience. If you are uncertain about the level of comfort, difficulty, 
or any of the activities described in this itinerary, please email us or call Venture Out at 1-888-
431-6789 to discuss your concerns. 
California Seller of Travel #2036134-4 



A Little Background Information 
 

Vietnam: Four great philosophies and religions have shaped the spiritual life of the Vietnamese 
people: Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism, and Christianity. Over the centuries, Confucianism, 
Taoism, and Buddhism have melded with popular Chinese beliefs and ancient Vietnamese 
animism to form what is known as Tam Giao (or Triple Religion). The Vietnamese language is a 
hybrid of Mon Khmer, Tai, and Chinese elements, with many of its basic words derived from the 
monotonic Mon Khmer languages. The most widely spoken foreign languages in Vietnam now 
are English, French, and Chinese. Popular artistic forms include lacquerware, religious sculptures, 
traditional painting on frame-mounted silk, and an eclectic array of theater, puppetry, music, and 
dance. Vietnamese cuisine is especially varied. There are said to be nearly 500 different 
traditional dishes, ranging from exotic meats such as bat, cobra, and pangolin to fantastic 
vegetarian creations. The staple of Vietnamese cuisine is rice, which accompanies a plethora of 
vegetables, meat, fish, spices, and sauces. 
 
Laos: One of the three former states of French Indochina, Laos is one of Asia's most traditional 
countries, with Buddhism deeply ingrained in its social fabric. Isolated from the world for much 
of the last 50 years, this peaceful, rural land offers the traveler a rare glimpse into the old ways of 
Asia. More than half of the people of Laos are the Lao Lu and speak virtually the same language 
as the Thai of northern Thailand. A typical lowland Lao village is set among rice paddies with 
houses raised on stilts, and topped by steep, thatched roofs. Domestic animals find shelter beneath 
the houses. Village life centers on the temple, with its guesthouse, monastery, and monastery 
school. Each young male Lao traditionally spends some time as a Buddhist monk, with shaven 
head, saffron robe, and begging bowl. Buddhism prevails, but there is widespread belief in a 
variety of animistic spirits, collectively called phii. 
 
Cambodia: Cambodia, heir to Southeast Asia's mighty Khmer Empire, is a country of palm-
fringed rice paddies, thatched huts, and wonderful temples. Theravada Buddhism is the dominant 
religion, and Khmer is the official language. For over a century, the second language of choice 
was French, which is still spoken by a few people who grew up before the 1970s. English has 
recently surged in popularity. Cambodia's classical dance is highly stylized and usually 
accompanied by an orchestra or choral narration. The cuisine of Cambodia is distinctive with fish 
as the main dish. Grilled freshwater fish wrapped in lettuce or spinach and dipped into a nutty fish 
sauce is a particular specialty. Salad-style dishes are seasoned with coriander, mint, and lemon 
grass, three flavors that find their way into many Cambodian dishes. The French influence is seen 
in the fresh-baked bread and specialties such as frogs legs sold in the markets. Desserts and sweet 
dishes include sticky rice cakes and jackfruit pudding. 
 
The Temples of Angkor: Covered with intricate bas-reliefs and scattered across a tropical 
landscape, Angkor is a lasting monument to the glory of a bygone Khmer civilization and is one 
of the wonders of the world. Built between the 9th and 13th centuries to glorify a succession of 
Khmer kings, the temples are massive and majestic, with wide causeways, imposing gateways 
and towers, huge moats, and colossal sculptured Buddha images—all in a wonderful jungle 
setting. Many temples are vast representations of the cosmic plan of the Hindu-Buddhist universe, 
with all its attendant symbolism. Most of Angkor was abandoned in the 15th century and the 
temples became cloaked by jungle. The site became the source of scholarly interest in the late 
19th century, and efforts were made to clear away the jungle vegetation that threatened to destroy 
the monuments. The restoration under UNESCO and various national projects continues today. 
 


